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Vita & Res geftz Sultani Almalichi Alna- 
- feri Saladini Abi Modaffir: fofephi F. 
Fob, EF... Sjadfi, autore Bohadino.F. 
; Sjeddadi. Nec non Excerpta ex Hifto- 
:wia. Univerfali Abulfede, eafdem Res 
Geéftas, reliquamque HiftoriamTemporis, 
‘eompendiofe exhibentia. Itemque Spe- 
~¢imen ‘ex Hiftoria Majore'Saladini gran- 
diore cothurno.confcripta, ab Amadod- 
_ dino I/pahanenfi, ex MSS Arabicis Aca- 
demix Lugduno-Batave edidit ac Latine 
vertit Albertus Schultens, Accedit Index 
Commentariufque Geographicus ex MSS. 
ejufdem Bibliothecz contextus. 


That is, 

The Life and Aétions of Soitan Al-Malec 
Al-Nafer Salah’addin Modhaffer Yufof 
the Son of Aytib the Son of Shad; oy 
Bahao’ddin the Son of Shedad. Wita 
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Histrorra LITTERARIA. N°.XIff. 
Excerpts from the Univerfal Hiftory o 

Abul F = compendioully dt lamer, 
fame A€tions, ahd the reft of the Hiftory 
of that Time. As alfoa ee of the 
larger Hiftory of Salah’addin, in a dof- 
tier Stile, by Omado’ddin of Ifpahan, 
Jrom the Arabian Manufcripts in the 
Univerfity of Leyden; now publifoed 
with a Latin Verfion, by Albert Schul- 
tens. Together with a a 
Index and Commentary, compiled from 


the Manufcripts of the fameLibrary, in 
Folio.* 


Part I. HIS very curious and valuable Hi- 
ftory has never been tranflated into 


any European Language before. Our 
learned Editor obferves, that it has appeared un- 
der fome variation of Title and Author’s Name 
in the printed Catalogue of the Leyden Library. 
In the Edition of 1674, the Title runs thus, 
The Hiftory ofEbn Abbas the Gazite, concerning 
the Life and Aétions of Salah’addin, who reco- 
vered the Land of Paleftine from the hands of the 
European Chriftians ; which appears to be a 
firft-rate Blunder. In the laft Edition of the 
fame Catalogue in the year 1716, there is this 
Title; The Hiftory of Ebn Abbas Abu Mod- 
haffer Ydfof Ebn Shad of the Aéts of the Emperor 
Salah’addin, and bow be regained the Land of Pa- 
leftine from the Chriftians, This Title is not 
* That the Reader may not wonder that we differ pretty 
widely from the Latin Tranflator in fpelling the Names ; it ma 
be proper to acquaint bim, shat therein we att according tothe 
Genius of the Arabic Orthography, and the Power of onr own 
Alphabet, 
more 
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more juft and accurate than the firft, and pro- 
ceeds from an inattention to, or ignorance of, 
What is found in the Frontifpiece of the Origi- 
nal; which has Words to this effect: The Life 
and Aétions of Soltan Al-Malec Al-Nafer the 
Reformer of the World and of Religion; the Mla- 
mite Soltan of the Moflems ; the Refeuer of the 
Houfe of God, . at Jeruf.lem, from tre Hands of 
tbe Idolaters; Servant of the two Lio!y Cities, 
Mecca and Medina; Abu Modhaffer Yafof 
the Son of Shad, whofe Se ulebre God fprinkle 
with the Shower of bis Favour, and gront unto 
him to tafte, in the Seat of b:s Compalon, the 
fweet Fruits of Faith, as unto cur Brethren, who 
are gone before us in the fame. The Blefing of 
God ref alfo upon our Lord Mohammed the 
Prince of the Sons of Adnan, and al! Health. All 
the foregoing Names belong to the So/tén him- 
felf, and none of them to the Hiftorian, as is 
miftaken in the Title of this Work as it is 
found in the laft Edition of theZeydenCatalogue, 
and as we have juft now tranfcribed it. 

T ne Hiftorian’s Name is fome how or other 
omitted in the Original; a defeét which our E- 
ditor fupplies by this means: Omddo’ddin of 
Ifpaban relates, that Babdo’ddin the Kadi and 
himfelf were fent on an Embafly to the Soltén 
from his Brother, to know his thoughts upon 
an Offer the King of England had made to- 
wards a Peace, by agreeing to give him his Sifter 
in Marriage; which very Fact is found in our 
Hiftorian, (p. 209. c. 127.) where he profeffes 
to have had this bufinefs in charge; and from 
hence and other corroborating Evidence our 
Editor ventures to call him Babéo’ddin the Son 
of Sheddd ; and he feems to be very right. He 
was in high efteerm with the So/tén, as appears 
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in almoft every Page of his Hiftory, fcarce ever 
itirring from his fide. But tho’ he doubtlefs 
had very full inftruction in all points relating to 
his Matter, he has chiefly infifted on the Hoty 
War againtt the Franks or Chriftians at. Feru- 
falem, where they had for a confiderable time 
erccted themfelves intoa Kingdom. This ma 
be attributed to an over-fond Zeal, which blin- 
ded'‘him fo much, as to make him fancy that the 
glory of that War abforbed all that his Hero had 
acquired in all the reft of his Life, or elfetoan 
unwillingnefs to mention any thing which might 
reflect difhonour on him. In the Hoty War 
his Matter fills up, as it were, the whole Scene, 
equally admired on both fides; in that great 
Affair, he deems all to be glorious, great, and 
irreprehenfible ; whereas if he had aéted the 
faithful Recorder of his Deeds in general, he, 
among other Particulars, muft have mentioned 
his Ingratitude to the Family of Néro’ddin in 
Syria, and his Severity towards the Race of the 
Fatemite Khélifs in Egypt; neither of which 
could have been excuied by the moft fpecious 
Gloffes he could have reforted to for that 
purpofe, 

Babdo’ddin is an Arabic Compound, figni- 
fying the Beauty of Religion, whence our Editor 
concludes him to have been the Mufty. This 
he gathers alfo from his conftant Form of Bleffing 
and Curfing: as forexample, when he mentions 
Salah’ addin, it is always with a God be merciful 
unto himn——The Mercy of God reft upon him: but 
when the Franks are to be named, they are con- 
ftantly attended with a Cur/e of God be on them 5 
herein, acting the Difpenfer of Benediction and 
Malediction, and the Mouth of the fupreme Being 
hereon Earth, asthe Turks at this day ~ of 

their 
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their. Mufty... Befides, his Stile and Manner of 
treating fome Points, and infifting upon o:hers, 
betray him to have been a Churchman, How- 
ever, to refume his Stile again, it,is like that of 
the great ‘Abu?! Heda, fimple, copious, and un- 
affected. «>: 

From: fo:mafterly and fo well-inftruéted'aPen, 
whiat ican we expect lefs than a very good Hi- 
ftory? ‘Wherefore as there, are few who would 
not be glad to. know how the. Mohammedans 
fpeak of the downfal of the Chriftian Kingdom 
of Ferufalem, and to be acquainted with the Cha- 
racter, Genius, and Exploits of the Prince who 
was able' to effect fo terrible a difafter upon the 
Chriftian Name in Afia and Afric; we will, in 
the moft compendious and confpicuous manner 
we are able, gratify the Curiofity of our Rea- 
ders, by giving them a fucciné Abridgement 
of the whole Hiftory, and particularly for the 
fatisfaction of fuch as are as ignorant in Latin as 
in Arabic. 


Salah’ addin was born in the five hundred and _ of the 
onam- 


medan 


thirty-fecond Year of the Mohammedan Hejra, 


7 


and even in his Childhood gave early and well- tejra or 
grounded ‘Hopes that he was deftined to Empire Hegira 


and high Command. His Piety was pure, . fub-53?- 


lime and perfect, accoraing to the five traditi- 
onary Precepts of Mohammed. 1. His Faith in 
one God, was figt a blind Affent to he knew not 
what; he dived deep into the Arguments 
whereon it was built, and having made him- 
felf a perfect Matter of the Controverfy, would 
decide with wonderful perfpicuity upon. any 
Branch of it ; and being convinced he was right, 
refolved to inculcate hisOpinion into every body 
elfe. 2. In Prayer he was conftant and fervent, 
and almoft without an equal ; therein would he 
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pour out his Soul with the moitt melting Devo- 
tion, and tho” in private, with all the trouble~ 
fome and folemmnCeremonies obferved in the pub- 
lic Worfhip, from which he would not wholl 
excufe himfelf when even upon. his Death-bed, 
3. Alms-giving and Generofity together had fo 
thoroughly drained him of his Wealth and Sub- 
ftance, that he had nothing to bequeath to his 
Heir when he died, 4, The Fajt of Ramadan 
he kept with a ftri€tnefs and rigour quite extra~ 
ordinary, altho’ he was of a Conftitution which 
could but very indifferently admit of Abftinence, 
5° The Pilgrimage to Mecca he. had folemnly 
vowed, but when he happened to have leifure ta 
uncertake that important Act of Religion, it fell 
out thai his Treafure was at a very low ebb; 
wher: fore, as he could not at that time go like 
himiel]f, he deferred it till the next Year; but 
e’er that came about, he died. 

Tue Kora» was his principal delight, in that 
it may be faid of him, that he exercifed bim/elf 
Day and Night, rewarding the fame laudable 
Pr2ctice in others,with a munificence and favour 
altogether princely. He never heard or read 
certain Paflages of that Holy Volume, but, 
being of a foft and tender Heart, he diffolved 
into Tears. Nor was he lefs mindful of Tradi- 
tion,eagerly fecking after all fuch as poffeffed it; 
among whom, if at any time’thtere were any, 
who, wrapped in Contemplation, fhunned the 
Threfholds of the Great; fuch he would free 
quently vifit, with great Humility, and liften 
to them with a moft religious Attention. More+ 
over, he was a rigid Affertor of his Creed, and 
therefore hated Philofophy and all inquifitive 
Learning. ‘Fodoubt or difpute upon any Ar- 
ticle of his Belief, was Death, if it came to his 
ea¥s 5 
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ears; the vain and daring Scholar was imme- 
diately convinced by a fatal demonftration. His 
Zeal being of fo furious a Temper, we mutt not 
doubt that he was moft admirably adapted for 
the profecution of a religious War. 

But if his Piety was heated by a little 
too much Bigotry and Enthufiafm, his Fuftice 
was without Allay, punctual, regular, and im- 
partial ; of which, take the following general 
Idea. He devoted the Monday and Thur fday of 
every Week to the adminiftration of Juttice, 
fitting in perfon among the Judges and Doétors. 
All the Avenues of this auguft Tribunal were 
wide open to every degree and age of each’Sex ; 
and this good order was equally and uninterrup- 
tedly ohferved in the Camp and in the Ciry. 
The reft of the Week he received Petitions, and 
was never known to deny acccfs to any perfon 
that had any real bufinefs with him. Tho’ he 
himfelf was above all Law, he would fubmit to 
the Decifions of Juftice in any reafonable Com- 
plaint exhibited againft himfelf, of which our 
Hiftorian gives us a very prolix, but very rare 
example, 

H1s Munificence knew no bounds ; therein, 
he difplayed a vaftnefs of Soul, fcarce to be 
equalled. He who had been Mafter of fo large, 
fo fertile, and fo noblea part of the Earth and 
all the Wealth of it, left nothing behind him in 
his Treafury but forty-feven Nazaritic Drachms, 
and one Gold-piece of Tyrian Coin. He 
would give away whele Climates, whole. Re- 
gions at atime, faysour Author. Wherefore, 
his Treafurers knowing the immenfenefs of his 
Generofity, were wont to lay up private Hoards 
again{t fuddenEmergencies ; convinced by long 
experience, that he would give as long as he 
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knew he had wherewithal ; which. anfwers very 
well to the following Verfes which we find cited 
in Sandys's Travels concerning him : 


Great Saladine, the conqueror of the Eaft, 
Of all the State and Glory be poffe/? d, 

(O frail and tranjfitory Good!) uo more 
Hath born away, but that poor Shirthe wore. 


Tus is faid to have been a Proclarnation 
made, by his own order, at his Funeral, with 
a Shirt upon the Point of a Spear, 

His Fortitude, Patience, entire Confidence in 
God, and vigorous Application to the bufine/s of the 
Hoty War, tho’ very extraordinary and well 
becoming a Prince of his Charaéter and Genius, 
we forbear. : 

Our Hiftorian gives us feveral Inftances of 
the Evennefsand Affability of his Temper. He 
hever appeared to be difturbed, tho’ the 
Croud of Petitioners, preffing forwards, would 
fometimes even trample upon the Carpet on 
which he fat. One day, fays Bahéo’ddin, my 
Mule took a. fright from the Camels, and 
kicked the Sojtdn witha good deal of vio- 
lence on the thigh, and he only fmiled at 
it. Another time, going into Feru/falem, a moft 
dirty City, fays he, upon a wet and windy Day, 
my Mule fplafhed' him all over with Dirt ; 
whereupon offering to retire at fome diftance for 
fear of repeating the fame troublefome Ac- 
cident, he {miled only, and would not let me 
ftir a ftep from him. 

Virtue, Merit, -and fuch Learning as he 
approved of, he never fail’d to cherifh, diftin- 
guifh, and reward, in whomfoever found ; com- 
manding thofe who had the honour of attending 
him, to bring all Perfons of fuch Endowments 
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into his prefence, that he might fee, and con- 
verfe with, and be kindto them, tho’ Strangers, 
and only paffing thro’ his Camp in their way, 
to any place. Confidering all things, he was 
fometimesa very generousand indulgentEnemy ; 
the following inftance of which, is ranged lithe 
the head of his Civility. A captive Frank was 
brought to him one day, and perceiving the poor 
Man to be in a terrible confternation, he or- 
dered an Interpreter to afk him what;made him 
fo uneafy and fearful. to which he had prefence 
of Mind to anfwer, That before be had een the 
Soltan’s Face, be dreaded, the worft that could be- 
fall bimfelf , but having now feen it, be béped the 
beft. This anfwer wrought its effects, and the 
Soltdn not only fpared his Life, but gave him 
his liberty alfo. So far is the fubftance of the 
firft Part of this Hiftory, and is fufficient to 
evince, that this Hero’s Soul was almoft in all 
refpects equal to his Dominion, and his Worth 
to his Fame. jail 

Upon the decline. of the Fatemite Kbdlifs ofParr Ik 
Egypt, that noble Kingdom fighed under a very 
turbulent and deftructive kind of Tyranny. The” of#e 
Kbdilif himfelf was dwindled away to an empty #-5 = 
Name, while the So/tin or Vizier adminiftred 
the Government by.:his own Rule and Fancy, 
and even awed his Mafter into an ina¢tivity and 
fupine neglect of his Subjeéts and Dominion, 
This raifed.the envy and ambition of fome, and, 
doubtlefs, the indignation of others among the 
Grandees, who either with an ambitious regard 
to themfelves, or with a beneficial View to their 
Country, frequently declared War againft the 
reigning Vizier, and drew him into the Field of 
Battel, where if he fell, or was conquered, his 
Office devolved to the ftrongeft, upon no 


other 
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other account but for his being fo, By this per- 

nicious Maxim the Country was hardly ever at 
reit, the great ones being always re.dy to con- 
tend where the Prize was fo sashciis and the 
Impunity almoft certain. It was a War of this 
kind between the reigning Vizier and a Rival of 
his, that firft gaye occafior for Saldb’aildin ta 
vifit Egyt, The firft of them was called Sia- 
war, and the other Darzam, who drove Shawar 
from his Office and the Kingda, an: ticceeded 
in his place according to Cuftom, Th: Fugitive 
went into Syria to folicit Succours from "Yv7?d- 
din the Lenchiad, who then reigned zt Dam f-usy 
and fucceeded partly by the force of his En- 
treaties, but more, becaufe Ni/ro’di 1 had a mind 
to examine more clofely into the fic!.!y State of 
Egypt. Afado’ddin was the Genera! ‘ent io res 
inftate Shawar in his Office, anc Sad'’ad ‘in, 
now twenty-fix years of age, marched thither 
with the Army, very unwillingly, tho* in prime. 
Office and Repute, Succefs attended this Ex- 
pedition, and Shawar was reftored ta his high 
Pott. Saldb’addin, upon this accafion, gave the 
nobleft Proofs of Conduét and Courage, and 
Afado’ddin ravifhed with the Charms of the 
Country, earned after it in a very longing man- 
ner; and obferving the Mifrule and Corruption 
which had crept into all Parts of that diftracted 
State, he did not think it would be a very dif- 
ficult matter to make himfelf the Vizier there 5 
but this Thought was fupprefied for the prefent, 
and he and Salab’addin marched back again into 
Syria. 

” Soltdn Shawar in the mean time came to un- 
derftand what an ardent and reftlefs defire 4/a- 
do’ ddin had conceived for the Vizirate of Egypt, 
and not knowing how far he might be prompted 
te 
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to endeavour at a gratification of his unruly Ap- 
petite, he deemed it beft to fecure himfelf in 
time,. and therefore fent to Feris/alem to defire 
the Cbriftian King there to difpatch fome Suc- 
cours to him into Egypf, to affift in defending his 
Country againft the ambitious Views of the 
Turks in Syria, who were meditating how they 
might obtain the maftery of it. This drew the 
Chriftians or Franks (we thal] ufe the Words in- 
differently for'the future) into Egypt; whereat 
Nircddin and A/ado’ddin taking the Alarm, this 
laft and Saléh’addin thundred after them to pre- 
vent their feizing on that delicious Morfel, and 
to tear jt from them if already in their poffeffion, 
The Armies arrived foon after each other in 
Egyst, where feveral obftinate Battles were 
fought between them, till the Chriftians hearing 
thatNiiroddin had fallen upon their ownTerrito- 
ries, they were under a neceffity of retreating 
homewards, having firft entred into a Treaty 
whereby they engaged themfelves not to return 
into Egypt again. Afado’ddin and Salab’addin 
followed foon after, the former more enchanted 
than ever with the thoughts of obtaining the 
Scignory of Egypt. 

But theCbriftians apprehending that theT rea- 
ty was diffolved on the other fide, marched away 
for Egypt again, Horfe and Foot; and Niro’d- 
din and Afado’ddin quite thunderftruck with the 
news, raifed all their ftrength to cope with them, 
Niiro’ddin furnifhed all the Supplies, and A/a- 
a,’ ddin marched in perfon to betterFortune than 
he expected; But it was with very great diffi- 
culty that he prevailed on Salah’ addin to march 
with him this third time, No fooner was the Year ofthe 
news carried to Shawar in Egypt that the Chri- Hel: 5% - 
fians were in fulb march towards him, than he 

fhifted 
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fhifted hands, and defired 4/ado’ddin to come to 
his aid, which he was ready enough to do with- 
out any invitation, and more for his own fake 
than any body’s elfe. ° By this coalition of the 
Turks and Egyptians the Chriftians were unequal 
to the War; which perceiving, they wifely 
withdrew, and left A/ado’ddin and Salah’ addin 
inEgypt, behind them, Thefe did by no means 
relifh the Inconftancy of Soltén Shawar ; and 
tho’ he was full of Refpect and Officioufnefs, 
and would-by all means defray the whole expence 
of their Expedition, and would gladly have got 
rid of them at'any rate; they anfwered, it was 
time enough.to think of that ; That the Chriftians 
would pour ‘down into Egypt again, to be fure, 
as foon as their backs were turned, and that 
therefore they fhould not think much of ftaying 
til] all was hufhed and quiet again, Meanwhile 
the Death of Shawar was refolved on by Afa- 
do’ddin, but none dared to feize on him; till 
coming one day in the ufual State to vifit J/a- 
do’ddin, Salah’ addin went out as to receive him, 
and taking him by the Collar, delivered him to 
Cuftody as his Prifoner, whereupon his Train 
all difperfed. Prefently after there came an Eu- 
nuch to demand Soliéu Shawar’s Head, as.the 
cuftom then was; which when it was delivered, 
there came in return for it, the Enfigns of the 
Vizirate to Afade’ddin, who now had his wifh, 
and became the acting Sovereign of Egypt, which 
he ruled without controul, but chiefly by Sa- 
lab’ addin. 
Afado’ddin did not long enjoy his fplendid 

Elevation ; for being a great devourer of the 
coarfer forts of Flefh, -he was fubject to Indige- 
ftions and Stoppages, which carried him off, and 
Saléh’ addin {ucceeded him in the Vizirate, = 
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from that moment took upon -him the Hory 
War, being confcious of a Call thereto ftom 
Heaven. - 

Thenews of thisRevolution in Egypt aftonifhed 
Niro’ ddin in Syria, and roufed up the Franks in 
Burope, who quickly perceived how dangerousa 
Neighbour he was like to.prove to theirBrethren 
in Paleftine, if not even to themfelves. .Where- 
fore a Confederacy was made by them, and 
Greece among the reft, againft Egypt; that 
they might reduce it betimes (or rather its new 
Vizier,)and make ita Province in their own De- 
pendance. With this view they croffed the Sea 
with a formidable Power, and laid clofe fiege to 
Dimydét, a Sea-port on the Eaftern Entrance of 
the Nile; but that City, the Key of Egypt on 
that fide, had been reinforced with a ftrong Gar- 
rifon, and every way qualified for an obitinate 
Siege e’er the Europeans arrived: fo that being 
vigoroufly repulfed from within, while at the. 
fame time Saléh addin continually skirmifhed 


' with, and interrupted them from without, they 


were glad to leave the Town, after the lofs of ma. 
ny Lives, and all their cumberfome Machines, 
which were partly burnt with Fire, and partly 
demolifhed. 
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This Year died the Kbdlif Al-Aded, the laf ™*” f## 


of the Fatemite Race in Egypt, and Salab’addin 
. who was defcended of the bbafide * Race of 


the Egyptian Khdlifs fucceeded, but his Suc-: 


ceffors were called Ayubite Kbdlifs, from Ayub 
or Fob the Father of Saldb’addin; who by 
this Acceffion of Splendor to his former Power, 
raifed the Jealoufy and Apprehenfions of all the 


* Salah’addin did not fucceed in Right of Inheritance, but 
only happened to defcend from the Abbatide Family, which had 
been outed 200 Years before, by the Fatemite. 


Nations 


He}. 567. 
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Nations which heatd of it, but particularly of 
thofe in Europe, whilft he himfelf was wholly 
taken up with the Thoughts of his darling 
Scheme, the Hoty War. | 

rear of the Hts firft Holy Excurfion out of Eyypty was 
Hej. 568. apainft Crac and Shawbek,which commanded the 
Paflage froth Syria and Arabia into Egypt 5 but 
after many ftruggles with the Franks, he did 
nothing of moment, and returned without any 
other Honour than what was derived on him 
from the Sanctity of his Intentions. A Rebellioii 
was raifed againft him in Egypt about this time, 
but it was prefently appeaied. 
yeav of the THE European Franks, as we have hinted be- 
Hej. 570. fore, were extremely uneafy at this turn o 
Affairs, dreading the Profperity Saldb’ addin 4 
and nothing difcouraged by their Difappoint- 
ment at Dimyét, now formed a Defign againft 
theCity of Alexandria ; and accordingly laid clofe 
fiege to that very confiderable Place with thirty 
thoufand Men, wafted thither in fix hundred 
Sail of Veffels little and big ; but upon the bare 
news Of Saldéb’addin’s approach for the Relief of 
the Place, they were ftruck with a Terror, as 
from Heaven, (fays our Author) and rofe up 
after a three days moft bloody Affault, and left 
all their heavy Machines behind them. 

Tus fame Year did Saléhb'addin feize on Da- 
majfcus, and fit down before Aleppo, Niro’ddin 
being now dead ; which drew on him the Jea« 
loufy of the Mobammedans in the Eaft, and par- 
ticularlySeifo’ ddin, the Lord of Mijol or Affyria, 
fent his Brother at the Head of an Army againft 
him, and afterwards took the field in perfon ; 
but he was both times baffled and defeated by 
Salat’addin, who drove him acrofs the Eu- 
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pbrates again, with the lofs of his Camp and ail 
his Baggage; and then returned back into Yearofthe 
Egypt. He). $72. 
He juft gave his Army time to reft, and the 

next Year led them out to the Sea-Coaft of Pa- 57 
leftine, where, at Ramlab, he fought a Battel | 
with Prince Reynold, who gave him a fignal 
Overthrow, and drove him back again into 
Egypt, after a fearful and memorable Slaughter. 

= Egypt he repofed hinofelf for a while ; but 
upon news of great Diforders in Syria, he 
marched his Force thither, not without a de- 
fign of profecuting the Hoy War at theiame 
time; which however, he was diverted from 
for the prefent, by being folicited againft the 
Armenians. In this unexpected War, Succefs 
and Superiority «ttending him, he reconciled the 
difference of the contending States in that part 
ofthe World; and e’er he returned, a folemn 
Peace was ratified by him and all the Orientals, ‘Year of she: 
the Ajyrians and Mefopotamians not excepted ; Hej. 576. 
after which, he returned toDamafcus, and thence 
to Egypt. 

AxovuT two Years afterwards, he had notice 578. 
that Aleppo was in fome danger of falling into 
the hands of the Franks; wherefore he marched 
out for Dama/cus, refolving at the fame time to 
befiege Berytas, and to begin Hoftilities with 
the Franks as foon as he had reached their Ter- 
ritories; and accordingly he forced a March 
through them. However, they obliged him to 
raife the Siege of Berytus, and fent him away to 
Damajcus, where it was told him that Ambaffa- 
dors from Mijol * had been with the Chriftians 


* This is aCity which flands near the Place of the ancient 
Ninivch, spe Capital of Aflyria, 
at 





Tear of the 
Hej. 579. 
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at Fertifilem, to invite them intoa War. When 
Sad.’ addin underftood this. infraétion of: the 
Treaty fo latly concluded in the Eaft, he de- 
termined .to chaftife the Mijolit:s for their 
Treachery. But previous to that, he befieged 
Aleppo, which, however he left after three days ; 
thence bending his March for the Eupbrates, 
which he crofied, nor ftopped till he faw the’ 
City of Majfol. He had not been many Days 
before this City e’er he experienced that it would 
be impoffible for him to make any formidable 
Impreffion upon it;..and that the way to take 
it, would be to deftroy all the Country about it, 
and this he undertook with good fuccefs. In 
this Diftrefs the Méa/olites fent an Embaffy to 
Shah Armen in Armenia, who marched to their 
Relief, as did at the fame time a confiderable 
Body from Aleppo. All this mighty Conjunétion 
was diffolved at the very approach of Sa/ab’addin, 
who then fell like Lightning upon the Country 
again, and took tie City of Amida in eight Days 
time. After this, he facedabout for Syria again, 
where he reducec' Te! Khalid and A’eppo. 

But Salab’addin, tho’ Victory fo partially 
attended him, was impatient of fo many Diver- 
fions from his Hoty War. And therefore to 
Jet no Opportunity flip, he hurried to Dama/exs, 
and from thence.invaded the Franks; who join- 
ing ‘Battcl with him, were over-powered by 
Numbers, and loft feveral Strong-Holds, and 
fuffered a confiderable Devaftation of theirCoun- 
try, for which Saidb’addin returned with Joy 
and Triumph to Damajcus. 

Tue next Year he and his Brother 4/-Malec . 
Al- Adel, wixom he had fixed in the Regency of 
Egypt, jointly befieged the important Fortrefs 
of Cra¢ in Arabia Petr@a. This Place, while 
it 
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it was in the hands of the Cbriffians, was a 
violent eye-fore to Salah’addin, as it awed and 
commanded all the paffes leading from the 
north and eaft into Egypt, and difturbed the 
Pilgrimages to Mecca. But here much Blood 

was {pil t, much Fatigue endured, and at length 
the Soltdn hearing that the Franks were in full 
march for the relief of the Befieged, rofe up 
and retreated, carrying his Brother with him 
to Dama/cus, and appointing another to govern 
Egypt in his room ; he being now defigned for 
the Sovereignty of Aleppo, in which he was 
accordingly inftalled, while his Brother Sa- 
lab’ addin at Damafcus was courted and congra- 
tulated by Embaffics from all parts. 

But amidft all the Pomp and Ceremony of Year of the 
his Court at Damafcus, he forgot not his late He)- 75° 
difgrace and difappointment at Crac, which 
place he determined to attempt a fecond time ; 
thereby, if he could, to open a free communi- 
cation with Egypt. In order to this, vaft pre- 
parations were made in Men and Machines ; 
and he invefted the place a fecond time with a 
great Army of Egyftians and Syrians, with the 
Mefopotamians under the Conduct of Karz 
Arflin. The Franks, on the other hand, col- 
lected their whole might to protect the Place. 
The Soltdén with his Horfe only drew off from 
the Siege to meet them, but nothing enfued 
except a flight fkirmifh 5 and the Soltdu percei- 
ving their obftinacy in the behalf of Crac, and 
confidering at the fame time that Paleftine was 
defencelefs, thro’ the abfence of its Army, or- 
dered an Irruption to be made into that Coun- 
try ; whereby the Chriftians were grievoufly 
opprefled, their Country ravaged, and them- 

No XII. 1731. B jelves 

Vou. Il, 


With 


DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 





18 Historia LITTERARIA. N?*XIIL 


felves murdered and led into Captivity, while 
their Army was engaged in fecuring of Crac. 
For this did Salés’addin return in triumph 
to Damajcus, where by an Embafly he received 
the royal Veitments fone the Kbalif of Bagh- 
did, as did alfo his Brother, and the Son of 
Ajado’ ddin. Kara Arflin was difmiffed with the 
like Honours from Saldb’addin, and the Army 
fent into Quarters. s 

Year of the About this time, complaint was made to him 

Hej. 581. at Damajcus, that the Mijolites had taken up 
Arms, and were befieging Arbela: this rouzed 
his Indignation againft that turbulent and faith- 
lefs People, whom he refolved once more to 
reduce. On his March it was told him, that 
the Kings of the Zaft had all confpired to make 
head againft him, if he offered to lay hands, 
either on Mi/ol or Merdin*: but paying no 
regard to this, he was foon afterwards joined 
by the Power of Merdin, under his Friend 
Kara Arflin the Mefopotamian ; and then con- 
tinuing his way towards Mal, he diftreffed 
that City from a very advantageous Poft: but 
they had not been here long, e’er Kara Arflén 
had Advice of his Brother’s Death, and there- 
fore defired leave to return home to take pof- 
feffion of his Dominion. 

Much about this time alfo died Shab Armen 
the Prince of Armenia, and bequeathed his 
Territory to one Buktimer, who had waited 
as Embaffador on Saldh’addin, when he was 
laft in thefe parts. This Man was well ap- 
proved of by his Subjects, but forely envied by 
fome of his Neighbours, who made him fit 
very uneafy upon his Throne. Wherefore to 

* This was then the Capital of Mefopotamia, and fituated 
upon a very lofty Hill. 

obviate 
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obviate all the Troubles which feemed to 
threaten him, and underftanding that Sa/éh’ad- 
din was befieging of Mil, he difpatched an 
Embafly to acquaint him, that he would wil- 
lingly make an exchange of Khalét his Capital 
and Dominions, for fuch other as the So/tdéz 
fhould be pleafed to fecure to him. The Soltdu 
liked the motion well, and drew of from 
Mifil to go and take poffeffion of Kbaldt, de- 
puting proper Perfons before him to fettle the 
Articles relating to the propofed exchange a- 
gainft he came in Perfon, But by the time the 
Deputies arrived, Affairs had changed face ; Buk- 
timer was now very eafy, was no longer of the 
fame mind, defired to be excufed, and they 
returned as they came. In the mean time the 
Soltén \aid clofe Siege to Miyafarekin (in Ar- 
menia, according to fome in Mefopotamia, ac- 
cording to others) commanded by a Chief whofe 
Name was Lion, and who behaved in confor- 
mity to his Name upon this dangerous occafion : 
but his Efforts, tho’ great, availed him nothing; 
againft the fortunate Soltdn. 

Tue Affair of Kbaldt now dropped, Salib’ad- 
din fell back again to Méj/ol, and diftreffed 
that City once more; but in the midft of it, 
the violent Heats of the Seafon threw him into 
a Malignant Diftemper, which was apprehended 
to be mortal, and he was removed trom-before 
the Place. The Mi/olites having by this time 
experienced that they could have no Succour 
either from Perfia'or Baghdéd, deemed this ill- 
nefs of the Sg/tdén’s to be a happy opportunity 
of fuing to him for Peace; with which impor- 
tant Negotiation our Hiftorian was charged, 
and fucceeded very well in it. 
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Tue Soltdn being pretty toierably recovered, 
led his my back 3 into Syria, going firft to 
Alepto, where he was received, as if arifen from 
the Dead. Here he ftaid but four Days, and 
hence procecded for Dama/cus, and entered that 
Capital amidit the Acclamations and Thankf- 
givings of all the Multitude there. From hence 
he quelled a Rebellion, and removed his Bro- 
ther Al-Milec Al-Aded from Aleppo into Egypt, 
which he had governed before ; and difpofed of 
Aleppo in favour of his own Son Al-Malec Ad- 
dabir. 

Bur it was impoMible for him to fit ftill, 
while fo inconfiderable a Progrefs had been 
made in the Hoty War; and therefore he 
determined to befiege Crac once more, appoint- 
ing a place of Rendezvous for his Troops, who 
in repairing thither, had orders to be as de- 
ftructive to the Hranks as opportunity would 
permit them. Crac was accordingly invefted, 
but without any notable feat ; the Soltdn re- 
turning into Syria, after he had only awed the 
Frontiers, and proteéted a Pilgrimage from 
Mecca and the Winter Caravan from Egypt. 

A Peace was now patched up with the Franks 
in the North, towards Aleppo, that the Soltdn 
might at leaft be fafe from that quarter, while 
he colleéted his whole might againft the Chri- 
fiian King of Ferufalem ; “and now the heavy 
Day draws on apace. The Flower of Egypt, 
Ssria, Affyria and Me/opotamia, were united 
under the Soltdv, who led them on towards 
Paleftine. On the other hand, the Franks at 
Ferufalem gave themfelves violent Motions, 
and took the Field with their whole Strength. 
The Mofl:ms came to the Lake of Tiberias, and 
coafted round it in Battle-array, till they were 
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on the Plains on the Weft of that Lake, where 
they expected the Chriftians to receive them ; 
but no fign of them being feen, the Soltdn 
feized on the Paffes which lay open to their 
Army, and then with a choice Detachment of 
Horfe, thundered upon the City of Tiberias, 
which in a moment’s time was fired and plun- 
dered, and filled with Blood; from which the 
Caftle only efcaped. This fudden and terrible 
Execution rouzed up the Franks, who inftantly 
marched towards the So/tdn to fight him ; who 
upon the News drew off from the Caftle of 
Tiberias, and pofted himfelf at the head of his 
Army. 


Tue two Armies came in fight of each other, 7. partle 
on the Weft fide of the Mount of Tiberias 3 of Uitin. 


but the Day drawing towards an end, and the 
Darknefs of the Night intervening, they halted 
fhort of each other, and ftood to their Arms 
with dreadful Vigilance, and big with expec- 
tation, tillthe next Morning. The Battle be- 
gan with the fucceeding Day, and raged with 
uncommon Fury and doubtful Succefs, except 
that a part of the Chrijtian Army was routed in 
the Morning, and that towards the Evening 
Victory feemed to declare for the Moflems, 
tho’ Night came on again e’er that was af 
furedly known. This Night was fpent as the 
former in watchful Precautions on each fide, tho’ 
neither was well able to ftir after the unfpeak- 
able Fatigue of fo long and active 2 Combat. 
At day-break the next Morning both Armies 
were feen ftretching along in front of each 
other; but the Moflems had the difadvantage 
of fituation, the ‘fordan being in their rear to 
cut off their retreat: but the Caufe was G»1’s, 
and there was to be no danger of being forced 
B 3 to 
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to retreat. In confidence of this, they advanced 
to renew the Battle with loud fhouts of Affu- 
rance, which quite daunted the Chriftian Power ; 
and particularly the Count of Tripoly, a Leader 
of firft Note, perceiving how cruel and fatal 
the Day was like to be to his Brethren in Faith, 
took an inglorious Refolution of faving him- 
felf by flight, with thofe under his Conduct, 
e’er the Battle was well warm ; and accordingly 
he himfelf efcaped to Zyve, where he died foon 
after of a Pleurify, but not one Soul that fol- 
lowed him was fo happy as to fave himfelf. And 
now (fays our Hiftorian) the Faithful fur- 
rounded the Rebellious Infidels as with a Toil, 
and tore them down with the Edge of the Sword, 
and overwhelmed them with thick fhowers of 
Arrows. A part of them would have fled, but 
were every one cut off in the Attempt: the 
other parc retreated to a woody Hill, called 
Hittin, where our Author tells us the Sepulchre 
of Shoaib or Fethro ftands, as the Moflems 
foolifhly dream. Here were the Chriffiazs pent 
up, and in danger of being burned with the 
Wood which fheltered them, by the Fireworks 
which were thrown in among them. Thus 
forely preft on all fides, and at the point of 
perifhing with Hunger and Thirit, they came 
out of the Wood and delivered up themfelves 
to Chains and Death, juft as the So/één had or- 
dered fome to be fpared for Captivity, and 
others to be cut off. This unfortunate Submif- 
fion was made a little too precipitately, and 
attended with fome Circumftances, which re- 
flected great Difhonour upon the Chriftian 
Arms; and particularly, it is faid, that thirty 
Franks permitted themfelves tq be bound by 

one 
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one Moflem with a Tent-Rope, and to be 
driven along by him. 

Tuose of the vanquifhed Chiefs who 
were brought alive to the So/tdn, were, as our 
Author names them, the King of Ferufalem, 
Godfrey his Brother, Prince Reynold Lord of 
Shawbek, the Son of Humfrey, the Son of the 
Prince of Tiberias, the Matters of the Knights 
Templers and Hofpitalers, and the of Lord Hu- 
beil. The Templers and Hofpitalers were all 
doomed to Death by the Soltdn, and Prince 
Reynold was fentenced to the fame abrupt end, 
for fome infraction of Treaties, and for a for- 
mer rude Contempt of Mohammed. In the 
mean time, the abovefaid Prifoners were brought 
before the Soltén, who handed a refrefhing 
Draught cooled with Ice, to the half-dead King 
of Ferufalem ; who when he had drank, handed 
it to Prince Reynold. Uponwhich, Salah addin 
bid the King of Ferufalem take notice, that it 
was not of his giving; for it was a Cuftom 
with the Arabs and TZartars never to hurt a 
Prifoner,whom they afked either to eat or drink. 
They were then ordered away to a certain 
Place where they eat a bit of fomething, and 
were immediately fent for back again by the 
Soltén, who had now only a few of his Servants 
about him ; and being all brought to the en- 
trance of the Tent, the Solsdén put Prince Rey- 
nold in mind of what he had formerly done and 
faid, and offered him the Mohammedan Faith ; 
which the Prince rejeéting, he drew his Scymi- 
ter, and cleft him down the Shoulder, and the 
bloody deed was compleated by the ftanders-by. 
The Captive King, at the fight of fo ghaftly and 
tragic a Violence, dreaded for himfelf ; but the 

B 4 Soltan 
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Soltén cheared him up, and affured him, that 


what he had done to the Prince, was in. com- 
pletion of a Vow, and by. way of juft Re- 


venge. 


T He Fate of the Land of Palefline was now 


decided, it was to change Matters, the Chri- 
ftian Kingdom of Ferufalem was to be no more, 


and the Victors were to be glutted with the 


Spoil of the fighing Country: no Town, no 


City withftood the rapid courfe of the Con- 


queror, and particularly Pfolemais, at that time 


a very confiderable Town of Trade, was 


ftormed and plundered of her immenfe Riches ; 
Sidon alfo was taken, but Tyre efcaped for the 


prefent, 


Tue Holy City herfelf was at laft befieged, 
the fcattered Troops being all rallied for that 


important and principal Service. 


Ferufalem 


was well] qualified for an obftinate Defence, and 
had a good Garrifon within; but thofe (fays 
our Author) who reckon it at fixty thoufand 
ftrong, exceed all meafure. The Attack was 
firft made on the Weft fide of the City, whence 
it was removed to the North, the Machines 
being there planted amidft horrid flights of 
Arrows given and returned, and plaid againft 
the Wall, till they fhook down the Northern 
Angle of it, pointing to the Valley of the Sons 
of Hinnom, as the Scripiure-Phrafe is, The 





Citizens thus expofed to the fury of the Be- 
fiegers, fued for terms; and at length it was 
agreed, that they. fhould march out, every 
Man paying ten Pieces of Zyrian Gold Coin, 
every Woman five, and each of the young: 
People and Children one: but fuch as could 
net ranfem their. Heads. at that rate, were 


to 
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to remain behind, and by this capitation 
* 220,000 Pieces of Gold were raifed. 

Tuus was the City of feru/alem delivered up, 
three thoufand Moflem Captives in it releafed, 
the great Crofs upon St. Peter’s thrown down, 
the Chriftian Name and Myfteries contemp- 
tuoufly trampled on, and their Dowpfal exulted 
over by the fortunate Followers of Mohammed, 
upon the Friday before that very Night of the 
Year that he is faid to have taken his Night 
Fourney from Mecca to Ferufalem, and from 
Ferufaiem to Heaven; which our Hiftorian 
takes to be an undeniable Proof that the Finger 
of God directed this extraordinary Event, 


Havine thus feen how the City of Ferufalem 
was wrefted from the hands of the Chri/fians, we 
will in an Article of the next Number to come, 
relate, from this fame Hiftorian, fo far as he 
goes, what Efforts the Criftian Potentates made 
to poffefs themfelves of the fame again: where 
we fhall particularly have occafion to fpeak 
pretty largely concerning our Richard the Firft, 
who, after his arrival in Paleftine, had, accord- 
ing to our Hiftorian, the principal Manage- 
ment of the War. 


* Two and twenty thoufand Men would have paid this 
Sum, according to the Rate of the above Capitation; but we 
cannot, from the Sum collected, imagine there was any thing like 
& quarter ofthat Number of effective Men in Jerufalem az this 
time. According to this, fome Chriftian Writers are much 
miflaken in [peaking upon this Head. 
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ARTICLE IL 

Veteris Teftamenti Libri Hagiographi, o- 
bus, “Davidis Pflalmi, Solomonis Pro- 
verbia, Concionatrix, & Canticum Canti- 
corum, ex Tranflatione fohannis Cleric: ; 
cum ejufdem Commentario Philologico 
in omnes memoratos Libros, & Paraphrafi 
in Fobum & Pfalmos. 


Veteris Teftamenti Prophete, ab E/aia ad 
Malachiam wique, ex 'Tranflatione Fo- 
hannis Cleric; cum ejufdem Commen- 
tario Philologico, & Paraphrafi, in J/az- 
am, Feremiam, ejus Lamentationes, 
& Abdiam : Differtatione Foh. Smith de 
Prophetia, & ipfius Authoris, de Poefi 


Hebraorum. Amfteledami, Ann. 1731. 


That is, 


The Books of the Old Teftament, commonly 
called Hagiographa, viz. the Book of 
fob, t4e Pialms of David, the Proverbs 
of Solomon, Ais Ecclefiaftes, and his 
Song of Songs, tranflated by John le 
Clerc ; together with his Philological 
Commentary on each of thefe Books, 
and a Paraphrafe upon Job and the 
Pfalms. | 
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As alfo, 
All the Prophets of the Old Teftament, 
from VWaiah to Malachi ; tranflated by the 
fame 
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fame Author, together with his Philo- 
logical Commentary on Vaiah, jeremiah, 
the Lamentations, and Obadiah; and 
two Differtations, one by John Smith, 
concerning Prophecy, and the other 
by our Author, concerning the Poely of 
the Hebrews. In two large Volumes in 


Folio, printed at Amfterdam, 173. 


IN CE the Prefacer, to thefe two Volumes, 

has given us to underftand, that this is the 
laft Work which the learned Werld is to expect 
from Mr. Je Clerc, it may} not be improper 
(after we have enquired into the Nature and 
Merit of this, what our Author hath done, and 
what, by reafon of his Age and other Infirmi- 
ties, he has been-forced to leave undone, to- 
wards the Interpretation of this part of the Old 
Teftament) to give fome fhort account of his 
Life, and of the vaft Variety of Books, which 
he, in the courfe thereof, has been known to 
publifh. 

Wuoever looks into his Annotations upon 
the Pentateuch, as well as the Hijtorical Books of 
the Old Teftament, cannot but perceive, that 
they muft be excellent Helps towards a right 
underftanding of that part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; forafmuch as our Author has furnifhed 
us, upon each Book, with an exact Tran/la- 
tion, and Parapbrafe, a Philological Commen- 
tary, Critical Differtations, Chronological Ta- 
bles, and whatever elfe is neceflary or condu- 
cive to that End, as himfelf teftifies in his Bid- 
liotheque Chcifie, Vol. 21. 

*T1s much tobe wifhed, that he hadapptied 
himfelf to the Explication of the set > 
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Books, in the fame Method, while his Health 
and his Underftanding were in their vigour :. but 
fo it is, that, confiding a little too much in a 
good Confticution, and fuppofing that the 
longer he delayed the Work, the more and 
better Materials he fhould every day be compi- 
ling ; he went on employing himfelf in other 
Matters, till Years crept upon him, and in the 
end, a Fit of Sicknefs which impaired his 
Strength and Intellectual Faculties, fo as to 
render him incapable of compleating thefe two 
Volumes in the fame manner, as he had done 
the former. 

He has given us indeed a New Tranjlation, 
Paraphrajfe, and Commentary upon the Book of 
Fob, and the P/alms ; but upon the Proverbs, 
the Preacher, and the Song of Solomon, we have 
no Paraphrafe. And, in like manner, in the 
fecond Volume he has given us a Tranflation, 
Paraphrafe, and Commentary upon J/aiah, Fe- 
remiab, the Lamentations, and the Prophet Oba- 
diab, (which he firft of all publifhed in Quarto, 
by way of Specimen of the whole Work ;) but of 
the reft, both greater and leffer Prophets, we 
have nothing but a bare Verfion. He intended 
indeed to have made a Paraphrafe and Com- 
mentary upon thefe likewife, and to have an- 
nexed proper Differtations (to which he fre- 
quently remits the Reader) and Chronological 
Tables, to the Books of the Prophets; but 
while he was meditating on thefe things, with an 
Intent to make the whole perfect, 


Omnia fert @tas animum quoque— 


Let us however take a fhort view of what he 
has offered to the World. 


THE 
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Tue Book of /ob( wherewith the firft Volume 
begins) is defervedly accounted one of the moft 
abftrufe, as well as the moft fublime Compo- 
fitions in Holy Writ; and therefore ’tis lucky 
for us, that our Author had finifhed his Para- 
phrafe and Commentary upon it. But the Dif- 
fertation, wherein he promifed to determine a 
Queftion, much agitated among the Learned, 
viz. Whether this Bock is a fimple Narrative, or a 
kind of Parable with Poetical Embellifhments, is 
wanting. We may however fupply this Defect 
by turning to what he has faid on this Subject in 
his Sentimens de quelques Théologiens fur ? Hiftoire 
Critique, &c. Let. ix. p. 177, Sc. where, from 
the feveral Circumftances of *Zol’s Children feaft- 
ing fo much together, which is not fo agreeable 
to the painful manner of Life among the Eajffern 
People ; of the Devil’s being among the Sons of 
God, and God’s converfing fo familiarly with 
him ; of the fudden and {urprizing lofs of ‘fob’s 
Cattle and Children, and the power which God 
gave the Devil over his Body ; of the long Si- 
lence, which his Friends, coming to vifit him, 
kept; the long Difcourfe which God held with 
him; his fudden Reftoration, and longer Life 
than ordinary afterwards; as well as that the 
whole is manifeftly a Poetical Compofition: he 
feems to infer, that the Book of ‘fo is a Drama- 
tick Piece, fet off with proper Defcriptions and 
Decorations ; and that the Author of it "was not 
Mo/es,while he abodein Midian (as fome Learned 
Men imagine) but one pofterior to David and 
Solomon, (as appears by the many Imitations of 
the P/almsthat occur therein) and who might 
probably live about the beginning of the Cap- 
tivity, as the feveral Chaldzi/ins that here and 
there appear, do feem to denote. 

THO’ 
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Tuo’ the P/alms go under the name of David, 
yet they were far from being al/ compofed by 
him ; they had different Authors, and were made 
at different Times: nor are they placed in the 
fame order, in point of time, wherein they were 
compofed ; for the cxxxvii'® P/alm was mani- 
feftly wrote in the time of the J/raclites Captivity, 
whereas the cxxvi'® is of no older a Date than 
their Reftoration. Whoever was the Compiler 
of this Body of the P/alms, whether E/dras, or 
fome other, ’tis plain that he digefted them at 
firft into five Books, whereof the firft proceeds 
to the xli* P/alm inclufively ; the fecond thence 
to the Ixxiit; the third to the Ixxxix'*; the 
fourth to the cvit*; and the fifth contains all 
the reft. Of this, and feveral other Matters, 
relating to the P/alms, our Author promifed a 
Difiertation ; but that omiffion may be fupplied 
by what he has faid in his Sentimens de quelques 
Théologiens, &c. Let. 9. p. 184. where he cor- 
rects the Miftake of fome Interpreters, who fup- 
pofe that the Ixxiv™ P/aim was not wrote till 
the time of Antiochus Epipbanes, becaufe of thefe 
Words, We fee not our Signs, there is no more any 
Prophet, neither is there among us any that knoweth 
how long ; whereas the time of the J/raelites Cap- 
tivity, fay they, was determined by Jeremiah to 
feventy Years. But, befides that the Compofer 
of this Hymn might poffibly be ignorant of Fe- 
remiah’s Prophecy, *tis certain that the Collec- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures was compleated un- 
der Ptolemy Philadelphus, who caufed them to 
be tranflated into Greek ; and as we meet with 
this P/alm in the Verfion of the Septuagint, be- 
yond all peradventure it was then in the Hebrew 
Text. In the fame Place he finds a palpable 
Error in Grotius, who would needs have this 
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Pfalm and the Deftruction therein mentioned 
[ver. 6.] to relate tothe Captivity of the Taber- 
nacle of Schilob [1 Sam. chap.4.] whereas, in the 
very fecond Verte of it, there is mention made 
of Mount Sion wherein thou haft dwelt: nor can 
he be reconciled to F. Simon’s Conjecture, that 
the Titles of the P/aims were impofed not by the 
Authors, but by the Compilers of them, and 
altered by the Seventy Interpreters. However 
this be, *tis certain that our Author has taken 
more than ordinary pains in expounding fuch 
Prophetical Pfalms, as, either wholly, or in part, 
relate to Chrift, and the Times of the Gofpel ; 
and tho’ they mention David or Solomon, or 
any other Perfon, are certainly conceived in 
fuch Terms, as are much more confonant to a 
Myftical Senfe. 

To the other Hagiographa our Author has ad- 
Joined no Paraphrafe, becaufe (according to his 
Prefacer) they feemed not to want any ; efpe- 
cially the Book of Proverbs, wherein there is 
little or no Connexion. Thefe Proverbs, in the 
Opinion of Grotius [vid Sentimens de quelques Théo~ 
logiens, p. 188.] were not the Invention of So/o- 
mon, but what he had colleéted from the Wri- 
tings of feveral Wifemen, who lived before his 
time. The Collection however, according to 
Mr. Huet, feems to have been made by E/dras, 
or rather by feveral Hands, becaufe it plainly 
confifts of three different Parts, whereof the firit 
reaches to the ninth Chapter inclufively ; the fe- 
cond to the xxiv*; and the third-to the xxix". 
The xxx" and xxxi‘t Chapters contain three 
Pieces, which feem not to be of Solomon’s com- 
pofing ; and our Author conjectures, that the 
Prophecy, afcribed to Agur the Son of Faketh, 

was 
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was not wrote by a ew, but by fome Profelyte 
of a neighbouring Nation, 

Tue Book of Ecclefiftes, or the Preacher, 
he chufes to entitle not Concionator, but Conciona- 
ivix 3 becaufe the Original, being a Participle of 
the feminine Gender, mutt be fupplied, fays he, 
with a Subftantive of the fame, 7. e. Hhochmah or 
Sapientia ; as Wifdom, in feveral Chapters, is in- 
troduced fpeaking by the Mouth of Solomon. 
In his Commentaries on this Book, as well as 
on the preceding Proverbs, our Author abounds 
with great variety of Citations from Greek and 
Latin Authors, thereby to illuftrate the Senfe 
of many fimilar Paffages in thefe Sacred Wri- 
tings. 

In the Song of Songs, which 1s afcribed to So- 
lomon, our Author declares, that he is only fol- 
licitous about the Grammatical Senfe of it ; tho’ 
he cannot bring himfelf to condemn thofe, who 
pretend to efpy a M)/lical Meaning init, fo long 
as they do not obtrude upon us their wild and ex- 
travagant Conjectures for the Senfe and Determi- 
nation of God’s Spirit. He feems however ra- 
ther inclinable to the Sentiments of thofe, who 
look upon it asa mere Epithalamium, made in 
the form of a Dialogue; for which reafon he 
has prefixed the Names of the Jnterlocutores to 
every Part, which contributes not a little to our 
better underftanding it. 

It is much to be wifhed, that our Author’s 
Health and Strength of Faculties had permitted 
him to explain the other Prophets in the fame 
manner that he has done J/aiah and Feremiab ; 
for therein he has verified the Defcription which 
he gives (in the Preface to Vol. 27. of his Bib- 
lictbeque Anc&S Mod.) of a competent Interpreter 
of 
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of the Old Teftament, viz. ‘* that he fhould 
* give diligent Attention to all ancient Hiftories, 
‘© to the Manners and Opinions of the People of 
«© the Eaf, and to Chronology and Géograpby: 
‘¢ for in the Writings of the Prophets, fays he, 
© there are frequent Allufions to thefe Matters ; 
«¢ and in the Dialogues between ob and his 
¢ Friends, there is in a manner a continued Re- 
‘ ference to the Cuftoms of the ancient Arabians 
*¢ which (as modern Travellers tell us) by rea- 
* fon of their little or no Intermixture with 
«© People of other Nations, are not at all al- 
** tered even to this day.” What he farther 
remarks in his Sentimens de quelques Théologiens, 
Let. 9. p. 194. is, that the Stile of the Prophets 
is extremely byperbolical, in fo much that they 
make no fcruple to defcribe even the commoneift 
thing in the ftrongeft and moft emphatical Ex- 
preffions. Thus, upon the taking and facking 
of any Town, they make the Earth tremble, 
and the Stars of Heaven, and the Conftellations 
thereof, not give their Light, the Sun tobe darkened 
in its going forth, and make the Moon not to caufe 
her Light to fbine, as Ifaiah foretels the Deftruc- 
tion of Babylon; and yet it is certain that thefe 
Expreffions are not to be taken /iterally, and ac- 
cording to the Extent of their natural Significa- 
tion, becaufe both facred and profane Hiftory 
tells us, that there were no fuch dreadful Signs 
as thefe, at the taking of Babylon by the Medes. 
All therefore that the Prophet intended, was to 
defcribe the great Calamities which would befall 
the Kings of Babylon, and how that City would 
change its Mafter, which accordingly came to 
pafs in the Time of Cyrus. And in like manner 
the Prophet Yoel, {peaking of the Devaftation, 
NoXlll. 1731. © which 
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which theArmies, invading Fudea,were to make, 
The Earth fhall quake before them, fays he, the 
Heavens fhall tremble, the Sun and the Moon fhall 
be dark, and the Stars foall withdraw their fhining. 
Now the misfortune is, fays our Author, that 
when Perfons, unacquainted with this manner 
of Prophetick Writing, apply themfelves to the 
reading of any abftrufe Book, efpecially the 
Revelation of St. Fobu, which is wrote in imita- 
tion of the ancient Prophets, they commonly 
underitand nothing of it, becaufe they take that 
ina literal, which ought to be taken not only 
in a figurative, but even in an hyperbolical Senfe: 
and, for the fame reafon, moft Interpreters are 
of Opinion, that our Saviour in St. Matthew, 
[chap, xxiv.] fpeaks not only of the Deftruction 
of Ferufalem, but even of the End of the World 
likewife ; whereas it is evident that his Difcourfe 
relates only to the former Event, as the learned 
Hammond has inconteftably proved. 

Our. Author’s two former Volumes were 
agreeably intermixed withDifertations upon dif- 
ficult Paffages and other fuch Points as were 
matter of Theological Debate ; and’ tis much to 
be wifhed, that as he himfelf grew incapable of 
the Work, fome other Perfon of fufficient Abi- 
lities, had, from his Materials (as whoever knew 
him, and his Method of Study, muft believe 
that he had Materials enough for the purpofe) 
fupplied the Defect, before the Work was made 
publick ; | 

Sed, fefjo Atlante, fubire 

Qui valeant Humeri Poudus grave ? 


The Reader however is to be informed, that 
there are two critical Differtations, one wrote 
by Mr. Joba Smith, a Divine of the Univerfity 
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of Cambridge, which ftands in the Beginning, 
and the other by the Author himfelf, which is 
placed in the Conclufion, of the latter of thefe 
Volumes, The Differtation by Mr: Smith 
(which is concerning Prophecy and the Prophets) is 
to be found among his feleét Difcourfes, wrote 
in Englifo, and publithed after his Death, Anxo 
1660, by Dr. Worthington, who wrote a Pteface 
tothe whole, and added his Funeral Sermon, 
preached by Dr. Patrick Bifhop of Ely. 

Tus Mr. Smith was born in the County of 
Northampton, and firft admitted into Emanuel 
College in Cambridge, Anno 1636, where he 
took his Batchelor and Matter of Arts Degrees ; 
and thence removed to Queen’s College, where 
he was chofen Fellow, Fune gth, 1644; and 
died in the fame College 1652. a Perfon of 
wonderful Learning for his Age, efpecially in 
the Platonick Philofophy and Writings of the 
ancient Rabbins; upon which accounts, our 
Author, finding this Differtation mentioned with 
great Refpect among hisCountrymen, thought 
it not improper to tranflate it into Latin, asthe 
beft Compofition in its kind, and to which we 
frequently find him remitting his Reader. 

Tue Differtation by our Author himfelf, is, 
concerning the Poe/y of the Hebrews, firft pub- 
lifhed in Freach, in his Univerfal and Hiftorical 
Library, Anno 1688, Vol. 9. Art. 8. p. 2145 
Sc. and fince tranflated into Latin to be an- 
nexed to his Commentaries. In which Treatife 
he has fhewn, by Examples taken from the 
cl" or laft Palm; from the Song of Mofes, Exod, 
xv. and Deut, xxxii; and from the Song of 
Deborah, Fud.v. that the manner of Verfifica- 
tion. among the ancient Fews was not Metre, as 
It is in Latin and Greek; but Rbime, as itis in 
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French and Englifo, and other modern Lan- 
guages: and in this Opinion he has the happi- 
nefs to have the concurrence of feveral Learned 
Men in feveral Nations. 

Tuvs we have given the Reader a true Ac- 
count of the two laft Works of ourAuthor which 
will ever be publifhed, and have thereby per- 
haps raifed his Curiofity to know fome thing 
more of the Life and Labours of fo greata 
Man: And in this we fhall endeavour to give 
him Satisfaction, according to the beft Informa- 
tion that we could gather, 


Our Author Yobn le Clerc, was the Son of 
Stephen le Clerc, (a learned and eminent Citizen 
of Gencva, who firft pra&tifed Phy/ick, but was 
afterwards made Greek Profeffor of that Aca- 
demy, and Senator of that Republick,) by Su- 
fanna Gallatin, whofe Father Marinus was 


another Senator. He was their fecond Son, born 
at Geneva, March 19th, 1657, and had two 
Brothers; Daniel, an eminent Phyfician, and 
Senator of Geneva, who wrote the Hiftory of 
Phyjick, as far as Galen’s Time, a Book of great 
Repute among the Profeflors of that Science ; 
and Francis, who fettled at Leipfick in the Con- 
dition of a Merchant. 

Tuer Father took great care of all their 
Education, and fent his Son ¥obn, when about 
eight Years old, to the Grammar-School ; where 
he foon difcovered a {trong Inclination to read- 
ing, avery quick and retentive Memory, and 
a Genius to Poetry that did not leave him, even 
in the Courfe of his more ferious Studies, and 
more.advanced Years: for, upon his tranflating 
two Sermons, preached by Gilbert Lord Bifhop 
of Salisbury, before William the Third, into the 
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French Tongue, he fubjoined to the one a Poem 
in Heroick, and to the other fome Epigrams in 
Elegiack Verfe, de Anglid Liberatd ; whereby the 
Reader may perceive, that, even at that time, 
his Poetick Faculty had notdeferted him, The 
truth is, in his younger Years, he read the Claf- 
ficks with great Care and Attention; that even 
while he was at School, he made himfelf a kind 
of Epitomy of the feveral Commentators on 
Terence and Plautus, and was not alittle affifted 
by his Father in his Study of Homer and teveral 
Profe Authors in the Greek Tongue. 
~ ‘Wuen he was about fixteen Years old, he 
was removed from the Grammar-School, and 
placed under Mr. Chouét, a very learned Man, 
and who was afterwards one of the Syndicks of 
the Republick, to ftudy Philofophy: but while 
he was in a Courfe of Logick, he was taken with 
a violent Fever, which, for fix days, made him 
delirious, and very much endangered his Life: 
for after his Fever was removed, an Ague hung 
long upon him, fo that his Recovery was very 
flow, in which time he amufed himfelf with 
reading the Critical Letters of TanaquillusFaber ; 
and, tho’ in many things he admired the Saga- 
city of that great Man, yet in fome Points he 
adventured to diffent from him, and accordingly 
wrote fome fhort Differtations hereupon ; which 
in his more mature Years he thought proper to 
fupprefs, tho’ in his 4rs Critica there are fome 
Remarks of the like nature to be found. After 
this, he applied himfelf to the Study of Nasural 
Philofopby, and held a Tbefis, in the, publick 
Schools, de Materie Natura ; and becaufe there 
was no Profeffor of the Hebrew Tongue in the 
Academy of Geneva, he was inftruéted therein 
by his Uncle ames Gallatin, under whofe Eye 


C 3 it 


37 





38 








Historia LITTERARIA. N°. XIU, 


it was that he ftudied fo hard, and treafured up 
fuch a Stock of Materials, as afterwards enabled 
him to bethe Author of fo many Volumes. 

Berne thus furnifhed witha fufficient Know- 
ledge of Philofophy and Languages, he betook 
himfelf to the Study of Divinity, in the nineteenth 
Year of hisAge, under Francis Turrettin, Lewis 
Tronchin, and fome other eminent Doctors of 
that Academy, Some Years before, great 
Difputes had arofe at Geneva concerning the 
Univerfality of Grace, and the Extent of the Efficacy 
of Chrij? sDeath, Several Profeflors held the Afir- 
mative, which our Author afterwards allowed to 
be true; but, as the Inftitution of the Academy 
was, that no one fhould enter into.the Miniftry 
without figning the Helvctick Confen/us (as it was 
commonly called) which contained a contrary 
Doétrine; few young People entered deep into the 
Controverfy, for fear of falling intoOpinions, that 
might exclude them from the Sacred Funétion. 

He began his Theological Studies with read- 
ing fome ‘of the common Syftems, and after- 

wards the The/es Salmurienfes (as they are called) 
to which he wrote part of a Supplement, but 
never thought proper to finifhit. He read the 
Old Teftament in Hebrew, and the New in Greek, 
with the beftAnnotations upon them, and Samuel 
Bochart’s G cographia Sacra, and Hierozoicon, to 
his great pleafure and advantage; with many 
other Books, both in Latin and French, that were 
conducive to his Improvement in the Knowledge 
of Divinity. 

Arter he had gone through the ufual Forms 
of Study in Geneva, and had loft his Father in 
1676, he was determined for fome time to go 
into France on purpofe to improve himfelf in a 
Language which was not fpoken with fo much 
Purity 
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Purity in his own Country ; and upon his return 
home, was admitted into Holy Orders, with 
the general Applaufe of all his Examiners. But, 
not long after, the Works of Steph.Curcelleus be- 
ing publifhed by Pdil. Limburg; our Author, 
upon reading them, foon perceived, that in the 
Controverfies between Remonftrants and other 
Proteftants, the former had by much the better 
of the Argument; and thereupon refolved to 
leave both his own Country and France, where 
the contrary Principles were profefled, and too 
eagerly maintained. 

In the latter End of the Year 1680, he went 
to Saumur (a Proteftant Academy of great 
Repute, but then funk and gone to decay) not 
fo much for the advancement of his Learning, as 
for his farther Improvement in the French 
Tongue, becaufe there it was fpoken in the 
greateft Elegance and Purity. Here it was that 
he firft read the Works of Simon Epi/copius, with 
whofe Learning and Eloquence, and wonderful 
Sagacity, he was nota little delighted ; arid be- 
gan to make his Notes and Obfervations upon the 
Old Teftament from the Polyglot, which laid the 
Foundation for the Commentaries which he has 
fince publifhed. 

Durine his ftay here, there came out a Book, 
intitled, Liberij de Sanito Amore Epiftole Theolo- 
gice, favouring not a little the Doctrine of the 
Remonftrants; which moft People imputed to.our 
Author, tho’ fome were of opinion, there was 
too much Learning in it for a Man of hisYears, 
who was then but twenty-four; however, he was 
the true Author of it. 


In the Year 1682, our Author, intending to 


go to England, took his way through Paris, and 
arrived in London about the latter end of May. 
C4 His 
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His Bufinefs was to learn the Engli/h Tongue; 
and, to that purpofe, he applied himfelf to the 
reading of Dr. Hamimond’s Praétical €atechi/m, 
and his Annotations upon the New Teftament , which 
he afterwards publifhed in Latin, with fuch Ani- 
madverfions as he thought proper. 

He preached feveral times in French in the 
Walloon, Savoy, and Greek Churches, vifited 
feveral Bifhops, and other Men of Learning ; 
but as few of them fpake French or Latin with 
eafe, and himfelf was not fo perfect in Englifh, 
as to hold difcourfe therein, he could not enter 
into any great Familiarity with them, nor did 
he indeed ftay long enough to do it: for being 
very fubjeé to a Cough while he abode in Lon- 
don, occafioned, as he thought, by the Thick- 
nefsof the Air, and the burning fo much Coal 
in that City, he began to apprehend fome danger 
of his Lungs, and thereupon refolved to remove 
into Holland; where as foon as he arrived, he 
went to vifit Phil. Limburg, and from him 
learned (what he came on purpofe to know) the 
State and Condition of the Remon/trants in the 
United Provinces. | 

Hz had not however been long in Holland, 
before his Friends and Relations intreated him 
to return to Geneva, which accordingly he did ; 
but when he came thither, he told them plainly, 
*¢ that, tho’ he blamed none, who were of 
*¢ contrary Opinions, yet he thought himfelf 

obliged in Confcience, to profefs and main- 
tain what he took to be Truth; which as he 
could not do in his own Country without find- 
ing Moleftation, he chofe to return to Hol- 
land, where that Liberty was indulged toMen 
* of all Profefiions:’’ And fo taking leave of 
his Friends, came to Amfterdam in the Satter 
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End of the Year, where for fome time he 

reached in French to a Congregation of Remou- 
ftrants, but afterwards betook himfelf to the 
‘fole Bufinefs of teaching Philofophy, the Hebrew 
Language, and all kinds of polite Literature ; in 
which Condition he has lived ever fince he was 
feven and twenty Years of Age, and by havin 
no other Avocation, has been enabled to oblige 
the World with that Multitude of Books, which 
we now come to give an account of. 

As foon as he was well fettled in Amfterdam, 
in the Year 1684, he publifheda Book entitled, 
Davidis, et Stephani Clerici, Queftiomes Sacre : 
which are Critical Difcourfes on certain Subjects, 
for the moft part taken from Holy Writ; to 
which he added fome Notes of his own, 
wherein he makes no {cruple to differ from his 
Uncleand Father, wherever he thinks they are 
miftaken ; as being of opinion, that Truth is 
always to be preferred before the ftricteft Ties of 
Confanguinity. TwoYearsafter, anotherVolume 
of thefe two Brothers was publifhed, containing 
fome Speeches and Poems, and a Computus Eccle- 
fiafticus, by David le Clerc, and fome Philolo- 
gical Differtations by Stephen tdwhich our Au- 
thor added a Preface, as he did tos the former 
Volume the Lives of the two Brothers. 

Towarops the latter End of thisYear [1684] 
he publifhed a Book of a Friend of his, viz. 
Charles le Cene, a’ French Minifter, entitled, 
Entretiens fur diver fes Matieres de Theologie ; and 
becaufe jt was too {mall a Volume of itfelf, he 
added a fecond Part to it, made up of five Dia- 
logues: ‘The three firft of which treat of the 
Extent of our Metaphyfical Knowledge, and its Uje 
in Religion, containing feveral Examples, where- 
by it appears that Metapby/icians have often ob- 
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{cured Divinity, and ftarted a thoufand Difficul- 
ties, by reafoning about things of which they 
have no Ideas. For our Author thinks, that we 
muft not extend the ufe of the Faculties we have re- 
ceived from God, beyond the Bounds be bas prefcri- 
bed them, unlefs we will fall into infinite Errors: 
and that, as our Senfes teach usno more of Bo- 
dies, than what is neceffary for the Prefervation 
of our Lives; fo the Light of Reafon is of no 
farther ufe to us, than to make us obey the 
Laws of God, and lead us to the fupreme Feli- 
city. The fourth Dialogue contains an Exami- 
nation of feveral Places in Scripture, which Me-. 
tapby/icifns have abufed, in making them fubfer- 
vient to their abftrufe Notions; and the fifth 
an Explication of the ixt*, xt®, and xi‘ Chap- 
ters of the Epiftle to the Romans, taken chiefly 
out of Dr. //ammond’s Paraphrafe; where that 
learned Man contends, that the Decrees, there 
fpoken of, do not relate to the Predeftination of 
particular Perfons to Eternal Salvation or Dam- 
nation, but to the Calling of whole Nations to the 
Knowledge of the Gofpel of Chri/t. 

In the Year 1685, our Author publifhed ano- 
ther Book, entitled, Sentimens de quelques Theolo- 
giens de Hollande fur l Hiftoire Critique du Vieux 
Teftament, compofée par R. Simon; which confifts 
of twenty Letters, wherein he has comprifed the 
Opinions of feveral Perfons concerning this Cri- 
tical Hiftory of the Old Teftament, and gives 
an Account of the Converfation of fome Friends, 
difcourfing with great freedom of this Book, 
and fome Subjects relating to it; in which Me- 
thod he thought himfelf at liberty to propofe 
certain Conjectures, which he does not pretend 
to maintain, but is willing to give up at any 
time, when, upon better Reflection or Infor- 
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mation, they appear.to be erroneous. F. Simon, 
who was warmly enough attacked in the Senii- 
mens, 8c. publifhed an Anfwer full of Paffion 
and contumeliousLanguage, as his manner was ; 
wherein he endeavoured to perfuade the World, 
that Dr. Alix, who was formerly Minifter of 
Charenton, and Mr. Aubert de Verfé?, were the 
Authors of the Book ; and that the eleventh and 


twelfth Epiftles, which related to the [n/pira- 


tion of the Sacred Writings, were the Work of 
Mr. Aubert: which Calumny, and every other 
falfe Infinuation, our Author amply refuted in 
the Vindication of his Work, comprifed in fe- 
venteen Letters, and publifhed the Year fol- 
lowing. 

In the Year 1686, he undertook to write a 
Journal, in imitation of thofe that were pub- 
lifhed in feveral Parts of Europe, which he 
called Bibliotheque Univerfelle, and wherein he 
endeavoured to do two Things, viz. to give 
larger and more exact Extracts of all remarkable 
Books wrote in Latin, French, Engli/h, Italian, 
or Dutch, than were to be found in other Jour- 
nals, and, at the fame time, to infert feveral 
Pieces of hisown; fuch as a Specimen of the 
fabulous Hiftory, in the firftVolume ; an Expli- 
cation of the Fable of Adonis in the Third, and of 
the Fable of Ceres in the Sixth; an Effay concern- 
ing the Poe/y of theHebrews in theNinth ; the Life 
of Eufebius of Cefarea inthe Tenth; the Lives 
of St. Cyprian and Prudentius in the Twelfth ; 
and the Life of Gregory Nazianzen in the Eigh- 
teenth: Works which muft needs have coft a 
great deal of Labour, and which feem to be 
above the power of any moderate Writer to 
compofe. 


In 
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In the Year 1690, while he was writing his 
Bibliotheque, 8c. he tranflated into Latin the laft 
Books of Thomas Stanley’s Philofopbical Hiftory, 
which contain the Hiftory of the Eaftern Philo- 
fophy, whereof he publifhed an Extract, in the 
feventh Volume of his Bibliotheque ; and as foon 
as he had laid afide the laborious Work of his 
Bibliotheque, he publifhed in the Year 1692 his 
Logick, his Oztology, and Pneumatolegy; and (to 
compleat his Courfe of Philofophy) in the Year 
1695, his Syftem of Natural Philofophy. His 
Logick he dedicated to the great Philofopher 
Robert Boyle; but he dying before it came to 
hand, in the next Edition he addreffed it, as he 
had likewife done his Ontology and Pueumatology, 
to his learned Friend Mr. Locke. 

As foon as ourAuthor’s Philofophical Works 
were finifhed and reprinted, the Bookfellers of 
Holland having a mind to print Morery’s Hifto- 
rical Digionary, propofed to him in 1689 to re- 
vile it; which he undertook to do, fuppofing 
that becaufe the Work had bore five Impreffions 
in France, it could not want much Corre¢tion : 
but having gone about the Work, he foon per- 
ceived his Miftake, and that the Revifion of the 
Book would be a tedious Work, of no great 
honour and lefs profit; but he was obliged to | 
go through when he had began, and in three fe- | 
veral Revifions has corrected a prodigious Num- | 
ber of Faults, efpecially in the Articles which | 
concern ancientHiftory; tho’, for want of Books | 
and convenient Leifure, he could not amend all, 
as himfelf tells us, both in the fourteenthVolume 
of his Bibliotheque Univerfelle, and the Preface 
before the Holland Editions. 

In the Year 1693 he publifhed at the requeft 
of the Sieur Huguetan, Bookfeller of Amfterdam, | 
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Hiftoire d’ Emeric Comte de Tekeli: 0u Memoires 
pour fervir a fa Vie, ot Pon voit ce qui eft paffé de 
plus confiderable en Hongrie depuis fa Naiffance 
jujqua prefent. But it being only compiled out 
of the Gazettes, or other publick News, he never 
owned it as his Work, nor mentioned it in the 
Catalogue of his Writings. 

Our Author had-all along an Intention to 
write a Commentary on the Old Teftament ; and 
therefore, to give the World a Specimen of his 
Abilities, in the Year 1690, he publifhed the 
Prophet Obadiab in one Sheet in Quarto, tranf- 
lated by him, witha Parapbra/e, and acritical 
Commentary; which meeting with a general 
Approbation, encouraged him to fet about the. 
Work in fuch earneft, that, in 1693, he pub- 
lifhed his Commentary on the Book of Gene/is, in 
the fame way as he had done Obadiab, together 
with fome Critical Differtations ; and but two 
Years after [viz., 1695] the other four Books of 
Mojes appeared, explained and illuftrated after 
the fame manner, whereof we have a juft Ab- 
ftraét in his Bibliotheque Choifie, Vol. 21. 

In the Year 1694, he put out, at the defire 
of the aforefaid Huguetan, an hiftorical Book, 
intitled, Vie d’ Armand Fean Cardinal Duc de 
Richelieu, principal Miniftre d’ Etat fous Louis Xl. 
Roi de France &8 de Navarre, 2Vol. 12™. This 
Hiftory was univerfally liked, as favouring of 
no kind of Partiality, but reprefenting the Acti- 
ons of that great Manin a true Light. There 
was a fecond Impreffion in the Year 1696, and 
a third corrected and enlarged in 1714, To 
this laft Mr. le Clerc prefixed his Name. 

Wulite his Commentary on the laft Book of 
Mofes was printing, he had occafion to publifh 
his Thoughts cgncerning the Beginning of 
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St. Fobn’s Gofpel which he did the rather, be- 
caufe, fince the time that he entered into the 
Communion of the Remonftrants, there were bad 
Men enough, who were continually calumnia- 
ting him, as if headhered to Socinianifm: but of 
this Afperfion he fufficiently cleared himfelf, by 
fhewing the Falfenefs and Abfurdity of the Uni- 
tarian Interpretation. . 

In the Year 1696 our Author publifhed his 
Ars Critica in two Volumes, which was foon 
after reprinted in England. In thé former of 
thefe, he gives us a Definition and Divifion of 
the Art of Criticifm; and. then, having fhewn 
the ufe and benefit thereof, proceeds to the Me- 
thod, wherein we may beft learn the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew Languages; and fo lays 
down general Rules for the right Interpretation 
of Words, or any Forms of Speech; wherein 
their Difficulty lics, and by what means it may 
be furmounted. In the latter Volume, he con- 
fiders the Origin or Occafion of Faults, and in 
what manner they may be amended ; how to 
diftinguifh any /purious Place or Writing from 
what is genuine; and how to form our Judge- 
ments concerning the Stile and Character of any 
Writer. In the whole Work (tho’ it has not 
wanted its Adverfaries) our Author has fhewna 
great deal of good Judgement and Reading ; 
and the Philofopbical Turn, which he has given 
to feveral Things relating to human Learning, 
and the ufeful Examples he has quoted out of 
facred and profane Writers, fhew the Connexion 
of thefe Sciences, and how much they help one 
another. 

In the fame Year, he publifhed a little Book 
in French, du Bonheur &F dumalbeur en Matiere 
de Lotteries; whercin he fhews that the Divine 
Providence 
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Providence does not, in any extraordinary man- 
ner, interpofe in Matters of fuch a contingent 
Nature 3 that the Terms of Good and Bad Luck 
have no real Senfe in thém ; and wherein feveral 
Philofophical and Theological Queftions are hand- 
led, which are not promifed in its Title. 

But what was a Work of more ufe and mo- 
ment, in the,fame Year he publifhed another 
French Treatife, de ? Incredulité,; wherein he en- 
quires into the general Reafons and Motives 
which induce Unbelievers to rejeét the Chriftian 
Religion: to which he added two Letters, 
which inconteftably prove the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion; as the Defign of the whole 
is to fhew the Doubtful, that neither the Influ- 
ence of their own Vices, nor an Offence taken at 
other Men’s, fhould hinder them from believing 
the Doétrines of Chrift ; and to fhew Believers, 
that none of the trifling Arguments, which are 
commonly made ufe of againft Cbriftianity, 
ought to give any Shock to the Stability of their 
Minds. 

In theYear 1697, ourAuthor publifhed (what 
was wrote long before, chiefly for the benefit of 
young People)a fhort Abridgement of Univerfal 
Fiiftory, from the beginning of the World to the 
Time of Charles the Great, together with a brief 
Expofition of Chronology ; which may be run over 
in avery fhort time, and thereby the Memory 
mightily affifted, both in acquiring and retain- 
ing the Knowledge of remarkable Perfons, and 
Tranfactions. 

In the beginning of the Year 1698, he pub- 
lifhed his Tranflation of Dr. Hammond’s Anno- 
tions on the New Teftament into Latin, with fome 
Notes of his own; wherein he either gently con- 
futes the Doctor, or confirms his Affertions, or 
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fupplies his Omiffions, as the nature of the 
thing required. Dr. Hammond was certainly a 
good Expounder of Scripture ; but upon every 
Turn he is fo very fond of the Notion of the 
Guofticks, and, in many places, where there 
is no allufion to it, fo warm a Contender for 
Excommunication, that it can be no manner of 
Imputation upon Mr. /e Clerc, that, in moft of 
thefe Places, he is found to differ from him: 
for fo well were his Animadverfions received in 
England, that, in a fhort time, they were tranf- 
lated into the Language of the Country, and 
made up one Volume in Quarto. 

In the fame Year he took care of the new Edi- 
tion of Cotelerius’s Collection of the Apoftolick 
Fathers, and advifed the fupplying it with the 
Notes, which Learned Men had made upon each 
Father,with Beveridge’s Defence of the Canons of 
the. Primitive Church, Ufher’s Differtations on Ig- 
natius, and Pearfon’s Vindication of his Epiftles ; 
as himfelf added likewife fome fhort Notes on the 
former Volume, and wrote a Dedication to his 
Grace the Archbi/bop of Canterbury, witha fhort 
Preface, fetting forth the Defign and Excellency 
of that new Edition. 

In 1699 he publifhed in French his Parrba- 
fiana, or Mifcellaneous Thoughts upon feveral 
Subjects, fuch as Critici/m, Hiftfory, Morality, 
and Politicks; and when, in17o1, it came to 
be reprinted, he added another Volume, where, 
in the like manner, he treats of Theological Con- 
troverfies ; of the Studies of thofe that pretend 
not to Learning ; of the Means to make a Com- 
monwealth happy ; of Friendfhip ; and of true 
and falfe Zeal. Of all which he does not pre- 
tend to give us compleat Treatifes, but only to 
mention fome principal Heads which —_ to 
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him to be of greateft moment, efpecially in or- 
der to detect and expofe feveral vulgar Seen, 
In this Year was publifhed in Holland the 
Harmonia Evangelica, in Greek and Latin, ina 
more exact Method, than thatof Mr. Toinard ; 
to which our Author added a Parapbra/e upon 
the whole, and at the end fome Differtations on 
fele&t Subjects, and fhort Notes on the Har- 
mony itfelf: and, in the fame Year, appeared 
his Epiffole Critice & Ecclefiaftice, which may 
pafs for athird Volume of his 4rs Critica,wherein 
he maintains what he had afferted in the tenth 
Volume of his Bibliotheque Univerfelle, viz. that 
Dr. Cave, in his Hiftoria Litteraria of Eccle/i- 
aftical Writers, had concealed many Things in 
the Lives of Clement and Eufebius, in order to 
inhance their Credit; and fo treats of the Ute 
and Authority of Feclefiaftical Antiquity, and 
fully expofes the Diffimulations and pious Frauds 
which fo frequently occur in Church-Hiftory. 

_ Inthe Year 1700 he took care of a new Edi- 
tion of Diony/fius Petavius’s Dogmata Theologica, 
together with fome other Books in Divinity, 
which were written by that Learned Fe/uit at 
different times ; and in the fame Year publifhed 
his Qu@ftiones Hicronymiane, inanfwer toF. Mar- 
tianay, a Benedistin Monk, who had publifhed 
St. Ferom not long before ; and treated both our 
Author and his Uncle (whom we mentioned be- 
fore) with great Severity, for happening to difa- 
gree with him, in relation to thatFather’sCharac- 
ter and Writings: and therefore he plainly fhews, 
that St. Ferom was not thatCritick oftheGreek and 

TebrewT ongues, as is pretended, nor his Editor 
any ways competent for the Work, fince almoft in 
every Page he makes fuch egregious Blunders. 
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In the Year 1701, when the Bookfellers 
in Holland defign’d to print all the Works of 
the Poet Hefiod, in two Volumes, our Author 
took care of the whole Impreffion, both in 
Latin. and Greek; added the Notes of 7o/- 
Scaliger, Dan. Heinfius, Fran. Guietus, and Steph. 
le Clerc 5 F. Geo. Grevius’s various Leétions 
and Additions; Dan. Heinfius’s Introduction to 
the Book Operum & Dierum, and his own Ani- 
madverfions upon the Theogonia, wherein he 
has made great Difcoveries, in relation to the 
fabulous Hiftory thereof, both from the Circum- 
ftances of things, and their Analogy to the 
Phenician Tongue: and, in the fame Year, 
wrote an Etymological Differtation, by way of 
Preface, to Mat. Martinius’s Philological Lexi- 
con, Which taught fome Readers (who before 
were ignorant of it) the Nature and Ufe of E- 
tymology ; and thereby contributed not a little 
to revive the Sale of a Book, which before 
was almoft quite extinct. 

In the Year 1702, our Author publifhed the 
Works of two very elegant Poets, C. Pedo Al- 
binovanus’s Elegies and Fragments, and P. Cor- 
nelius Severus’s AGtna and Fragments, with the 
Notes and Interpretation of Fo/: Scaliger, Nic. 
Heinfius, and others 3 and thereunto prefixed a 
Preface, wherein he lays down the right man- 
ner of interpreting an Author, and feems to 
cenfure three great Faults, which Writers of 
great Capacity frequently incur: The firft is, of 
thofe, who give us nothing but various Read- 
ings, Emendations out of other Copies, Con- 
jectures of their own, and fimilar Paflages 
from different Authors; while they pafs by in 
filence innumerable things, that need Explana- 
tion, Another Fault is, when Men have no- 
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thing to fay of the Author they are explain- 
ing, that they run into needlefs Digreffions, 
on purpofe to make a Parade of tke compafs 
of their Learning. And the third Fault lies in 
this, that they do not fufficiently attend to the 
feries and tenour of the Senfe, in order to fhew 
their Reader the Connection and natural De- 
pendance of the Matters their Author treats of. 
In the Year 1703, a Bookfeller of Amfler- 
dam, intending to publifh St. 4u/tin’s Works, 
according to the Paris Edition, was advifed by 
our Author to fubjoin the Differtation of Fob 
Garnier, relating to the Pelagian Hiftory; Pela- 
gius’s Commentaries on the Epittles of St. Paul s 
the Cenfures, Prefaces, Notes, and Differta- 
tions, which Erafinus, and other learned Men 
had made upon that Father; and himfelf, at 
the fame time, under the name of Yobannes 
Phereponus, wrote Critical and Theological Ani- 
madverfions upon St. 4u/tin, wherein he illuf- 
trates many places, and commends others: 
tho’ he is not afraid to cenfure fome, wherein 
he conceives, that that Father has deviated from 
the Rules, both of Reafon and Revelation, 
which ought to guide him (as he imagines) as 
well asany other Author; and, accordingly, 
we find him confuting feveral of his Expofi- 
tions of Scripture, the falfe Miracles he relates, 
the Perfecution of Hereticks which he main- 
tains, and the Doétririe of Predeftination, as he 
xpounds it. Nor can we fee, why fuch Errors 
may not be condemned in the Ancients, as well 
as the Moderns; nay, in the Ancients the ra- 
ther, becaufe, as their Authority is greater, 
the Contagion of their Doétrines is more dan- 
gerous, 
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I~ this Year, our Author publifhed likewife 
the New Teftament, tranflated into French, with 
fome explanatory Notes, for the ufe of fuch 
Readers, as knew no other Tongue. Nor muft 
it be forgot; that in this Year too, he publifhed 
h’'s Bblictbegiue Choifie, which may well enough 
be called the Sequel, or Continuation of his 
Biblioib. Univerfelle, for therein he purfues the 
fume Method of interfperfing Differtations on 
f:veral curious Subjeéts, and the Lives and 
Praifes of Men of Letters, which are to be 
found no where elfe. 

Iw the Year 1705, our Author digefted into 
proper Order, and amended from feveral grofs 
Faults, the Copper-Plates of the ‘las Anti- 
quus, &c. publifhed by a famous Map-feller in 
Anjterdam , but thro’ his negligence and par- 
cimony, who would not be at the expence of 
reforming the Plates, the Maps are {till full of 
Errors and Miftakes. 

In the Year 1707, were publifhed all the 
Works of Defiderius Erafmus, in ten Volumes 
in Folio; to which our Author, in conjunction 
with fome other learned Men, added fhort 
Notes, and diftinét Prefaces before each Volume: 
in which he has endeavoured to give that learned 
and ingenious Man his juft Commendation, 
and the Reader a proper Character of all his 
Works, 

Iw the Year 1708, our Author publifhed 
the Hiftorical Books of the Old Teftament, ac- 
cording to hisown Tranflation, together with a 
Paraphrafe, a Philological Commentary, Cri- 
tical Differtations, and Chronological Tables ; 
whereof he has given us a full and fatisfactory 
Account in his Bibliotheque Choifie, Vol. XV. 
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In the Year 1709, he revifed, and added 
fome Notes to the new Edition of Sulpicivs Se- 
verus, whereof he makes mention in his, B:blio- 
theque Choifie, Vol. XX, P. 2. Art. 6. 

In the fame Year, he reviled, and added 
large Notes to the new Edition of Hugo Grotiis 
de Veritate Chriftiane Religionis, enlarging it with 
one more Book de Eligendd inter Chriftianas 
diffentientes Sententids which he takes notice of 
in his Bibliotheque Choifie. In the fame Year he 
publifhed likewife his Collection of the Frag- 
ments of Menander and Philemon, which he u- 
luftrated with aTranflation, and Notes; and of 
this, in like manner, he makes mention in the 
fame Bibliotheque, Vol. XTX. Art. 

In the Year 1710, he publithed a a new Fdi- 
tion of Livy, in 10 Vol. 8vo. with Notes of his 
own, andall the Supplements of Frein/hemius cor- 
retted and amended, whereof he gives us a full 
Account in the aforefaid Biblic theque, Vol. XIX . 
Art. 2 

In ‘the fame Year, when a beautiful Edition 
of Salluft was publifhed by Dr. Waffe, our Au- 
thor fent its Editor a fhort Life of that Reman 
Hiftorian, which he had chiefly collected out 
of the Writings of the Antients, 

In the Year 1711, our Author publiihed 
the three Epif/tles, which are found at the end 
of Plato’s Works, and are commonly afcribed 
to Achines, Socrates’s Scholar, in afmall Vo- 
lume, and with plain and eafy Notes; to 
which he fubj oined one Book of his Sylve Pb- 
lologice, and mentions the ufe and defign oi 
the Edition in his Bibliotheque Choifie, Vol. 
XXII. 

The pious and learned Mr. Limborch dying 
in the Year 1712. Mr. /eClere made his Fune- 
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ral Oration, and printed it with this Title; 
Oratio Funebris in obitum Rever. & Clariffimi 
Viri Philippi 4 Limborch, 8. Theologia apud Re- 
monftrantes Profefforis, defuntti die 30 Aprilis, 
Anno MDCCXII, babita a Foanne Clerico die 6 
Maii quo fepultus eft, in 4to. 

In the Year 1714, the Death of the Book- 
feller who printed the Bibliotheque Choifie, 
obliged our Author to difcontinue that Jour- 


‘nal, which was {welled up to 27 Volumes; 


but he then begun another upon the fame Plan, 
intitled, Biblictheque Ancienne &F Moderne. 

Tue fame Year they reprinted at Francfort 
his Latin Tranflation of the Annotations and 
Paraphrafe of Dr. Hammond upon the New Tefta- 
ment, with our Author’s Remarks correéted 
and enlarged. He gives an Account of that 
new Edition in his Bibliotheque Ancienne &@ Mo- 
derne, Tom. II. Art. 1. 

In the Year 1716, Mr. /e Clerc publifhed 


Hifteria Ecclefiaflica duorum primorum a Chrifta 


nato Seculorum, é veteribus Monumentis deprompta, 
in 4to. This Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, as far as 
it goes, is the beft we have. The Author has: 
exploded feveral Fables and Legends put upon 
us by fome credulous or ignorant Writers; and 
given a fair and impartial Account of the State 
of the primitive Church. An Account of that 
valuable Work may be feen in the Volumes V 
and VI. of the Bibliotheque Ancienne & Me- 
derue. 

Some great Men of the Arminian fide pre- 
vailed upon our Author to write the Hiftor 
of the United Provinces; and he publifhed the 
firft Volume in the Year 1723, with this Title, 
Hiftoire des Provinces-Unies des Pays-bas 3 depuis 
la naiffance dela Republique jufqu’ala Paix — 
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trecht &F le Traité de Barriere, conclu ew 3716, 
in Folio. The fecond and third Volumes came 
out in 1728. 

In the Year 1724, Mr. fe Clerc publithed a 
fecond Edition of the Apoffolical Fathers, with 
feveral Improvements. He has given a large 
Account of this Collection in the Volumes XXI 
- XXII, of his Bibliotheque Ancienne & Me- 
aerne. 

ANp now being fenfible that Age and his 
Infirmities were growing upon him, he left off 
writing his Bibliotheque Ancienne S Moderne, 
which then made up twenty eight Volumes; 
and refolved to beftow all his time on the re- 
maining part of his Commentary upon the Ofd 
Teftament, but could not finifh it, as we have 
already obferved. 

BesipeEs the Books above-mentioned, there 
are fome other Pieces of our Author’s, fuch 
as his Tranflation into French of Bifhop Bur- 
net’s Criticifm on the IX™ Book of Varillas’s 
Hijtory, wherein he treats of the Revolutions of 
Religion in England; of the Bifhop’s Defence of 
that Criticifm; and of three of his Sermons, 
which appeared ina fhort fpace after one ano- 
ther. A Letter to Mr. Furieu, wherein he vin- 
dicates Epifcopius from the imputation of Soci- 
nianifm laid upon him by that Minifter. Seve- 
ral Differtations, Prefaces, and Notes upon 
great and valuable Works reprinted in Holland. 


ARTICLE I. 


A Defence of the Chriftian Religion from 
the feveral Objections of Modern Anti- 
{cripturifts: Wherem the literal Senfe 
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of the Prophecies, contained in the Old 
Teftament, and of the Miracles, recorded 
in the New, is explained and vindi- 
cated; and the Neceflity of a Divine 
Revelation, from the manifeft Infufh- 
ciency of the Light of Reafon or na- 
tural Religion, zs affertecd. By the Re- 
verend Mr. Stackhoufe, Authar of the 
Complete Body of Divinity. Containing 
509 Pag. im 8v0. with a Preface. 
Printed for Ed, Symon, over-againft 
the Royal-Exchange. 


'N the Preface, our Author gives us an Ac- 

count of the feveral Antifcripturi/ts referred 
to inthis Work ; from what Rife and Original 
they feem to have fprung; what Books they 
have fucceflively publifhed; what the Defign 
of thefe Books is, and what the Charaéter and 
Abilities of their refpective Authors: and in 
the Work it felf (which confifts of 24 Seéfions) 
he ftates the feveral Objections in their full force, 
and anfwers them, both from Reafon and 
Scripture, with a great deal of peripicuity and 
clearnefs. 

Tue 1* Section treats of the Truth and Autho- 
rity of the Evangelical Writers, to which the Ob- 
jection of Antifcripturifts is, “* That the Hiftory 
“< of Jefus, as it is recorded by the Evange- 
«¢ lifts, and commonly believed by Chriftians, 
*¢ is fo improbable in it felf, and when tho- 
** roughly examined, full of fuch Incredibi- 
“¢ Jities and grofsA bfurdities, as are quite difho- 
<< nourable to the Name: befides, that the 
£¢ Diftance of the Time, wherein it was written, 
s© and 
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s* and the Condition of the Writers, who were 
«¢ all the Friends and Followers of Jefus, gives 
« the whole a very fufpicious Afpect.” To 
which it is ahaa that the Evangelifts (who 
without being Friends and Followers of Fefus, 
could not have been fo well qualified to write 
his Life and Tranfactions) were honeft and 
undefigning Men, recording things plainly, and 
without any artful Infinuation ; and fo free and 
impartial in their Accounts, as neither to con- 
ceal their Mafter’s mean Condition, nor their 
own Faults and Failings; that they had fuf- 
ficient means of Information in what they were 
to record, and no vifible Intereft in the leaft 
to fway them againft their Knowledge: That 
they ventured to publifh their Gofpels in a 
fhort time after their Lord’s Afcenfion ; tho’ 
they knew that Shame, and Perfecution, and 
Death it felf, (which they underwent with the 
utmoft Bravery) would be the refult of fo do- 
ing. That their Gofpels, when made publick, 
appeared to be far above their Skill and Ca- 
pacity, fingly confidered, to invent, and when 
compared together, fufficiently uniform and 
confiftent ; and (what is no mean Confidera- 
tion) that their greateft Enemies, in their own 
Writings, have either afferted or acknowledged 
the moft material parts of their Narrations: 
and therefore it muft needs follow, that, ac- 
cording to the genuine Marks of a true Hifforian, 
we have greater Security, than any human 
Hiftory can pretend to, of the Faithfulnefs of 
the Evangelifts, and of the Certainty of every 
thing contained in their Writings: and, that 
the Contents of their Writings, in their defcent 
to us, have not fuffered any confiderable Alte- 
ration, but from the Days of the Apoftles to 
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the prefent Age, have always been the fame: 
The long Continyance of the Autographa int he 
Church; the many Copies and Tranfcripts taken 
from them ; and their early Tran/flations into va- 
rious Languages; have, under the Providence 
of God, been our Security. 

Tue 2% Section treats of the Divine In- 
fpiration of Evangelical Writers: and to this the 
Objection is—— ‘* That the very Writers them- 
“¢ felves, by the Errors and Offences of their 
* perfonal Conduct, their Inconfiftencies, if not 
«s Contradictions in feveral Inftances ; their Mif-. 
*<¢ quotations of fome paffages ia Scripture, 
«sand their doubtful manner of exprefiing 
© others; by their giving Directions in Matters 
** of a trivial nature; their exhorting their 
«* Followers to the means of acquiring Know- 
“¢ ledge ; their confulting with one another in 
<* difficult Queftions; and their frequent De- 
*¢ clarations, that themfelves both fpake and 
“* wrote according to their own Sentiments (all 
** inconfiftent with a Divine Infpiration) give 
s¢ us abundant reafon to think, that, in their 
«¢ Compofitions, they were actuated no other- 
*¢ wife, thamcommon Authorsare, whoare left 
** to the exercife of their own Faculties, Nay, 
“¢ the Negligence of their Stile, and Confufion 
<< of their Method, would tempt one to be- 
«* lieve they were far from having the known 
s¢ Parts and Abilities of many a common Wri- 
<¢ ter.’ To which it isanfwered, thatthe Re- 
corders of the New Teftament, according to 
their own Declarations ; the Nature and End of 
their Writings; the Teftimony of their imme- 
diate Succeffors ; and the Content of Chriftians 
in all Ages ; were aétua!ly affifted by the Spirit 
of God: That this Affiftance, however varied 
acc ording 
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according to the Subject Matter they were upon ; 
if it were a Matter of Fait, their Memories were 
only ftrengthened and confirmed; if it were a 
Matter of Reafoning, their Underftandings were 
enlightened, and their Judgement direéted, (the 
Words {till remaining their own ;) but if a Mat- 
ter of pure Revelation, then both the Words and 
Things feem to have been dictated by the Holy 
Ghoft : That this different Degree of Gdn, 
which was not always permanent and habitual, 
did not, in moft things, debar them from their 
own Stile and Method of Writing ; did not ex- 
empt them from perfonal Faults and Failings, 
did not fuperfede the ufual Forms of Speech, or 
the common Affairs of Life, did not exclude 
them from the ordinary Means of acquiring 
Knowledge, or vacate the Neceffity of their 
meeting together for the Decifion of Contro- 
verfies ; tho’ it certainly fecured them, not only 
from all grofs Errors in Points of Doctrine, but 
from real Contradictions in Matters of an infe- 
rior nature. And therefore our Author recoa- 
ciles St. Matthew and St. Luke in the Bufinefs of 
our Saviour’s Genealogy ; explains the Paflage 
of Mait. [chap. 1. ver. 23.] wherein he is called 
a Nazareie, clears up that other in chap. xxvii. 
ver. 9. which feems. to be mifquoted under the 
Name of Zechary, and accounts for fome other 
Omiffions, Tranfpofitions, and various Rea- 
dings; which, in the very Nature of Franjcrip- 
tions, are unavoidably incident toother Books, 
as wellas the Holy Scriptures ; and, whenrightly 
confidered, can be of no efficacy to invalidate 
the Authority of either, 

Tue 3* Section treats of the Canon of the 
New Tefiament , and the Objection to this i:— 
¢© That fince the Tran/mutations in the Writings 

‘+ thereof 
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«© thereof, have been fo many, and their Ge- 
“<< nuinene/s fo often difputed ; fince fome Pieces, 
«¢ which were at firft received, were afterwards 
«¢ rejected as /purious ; and others, which were 
<¢ at firft rejected, were afterwards received as 
‘¢ canonical: nay, fince there was no fingle 
“<< Book of the New Teftament, which was not 
*¢ refufed by fome of the Ancients, as unjuftly 
<< fathered upon the Apoftles,; how fhall we 
<¢ know, with any tolerable Certainty, whether 
“© one authentick Copy of all they wrote, has 
«* ever defcended to us?” ‘To which it is re- 
plied, That, if the primitive Chriftians had fuffi- 
cient Means and Opportunities of knowing what 
Books were genuine, or of Apoftolick Writing ; 
if, in the latter end of the firft Century, the 
Canon of the New Teftament was fettled by 
St. Fobn, a Perfon every way qualified for that 
Purpofe; and, not long after that, recom- 
mended to the Churches every where, and re- 
cognized by Syods and Councils ; if thefe Apo- 
ftolick Books were mentioned and recited in the 
Works of the moft ancient Fathers, and ac- 
knowledged to be fuch in the Writings of thofe, 
who were utter Enemies to the Chriftian Caufe ; 
if fome few of thofe, whofe Pretenfions were at 
firft difputed, were afterwards allowed to be ge- 
nuine by the beft Judges, were reccived into the 
Canon much fooner than is pretended, and fuf- 
fered no difcrecit, but had rather their Autho- 
rity confirmed by their late Admiffion ; and if, 
after fuch Admiffion, they were all along ap- 
pealed to, as decifive in Controverfies, by Par- 
ties of every Denomination, who kept too jea- 
lous a watch upon each other, ever to fuffer any 
notorious Corruption or Interpolation to affect 
them (all which our Author has proved at large) 
then 
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then have we the beft Security, that the nature 
of the Thing will bear, that the Canon of the 
Scripture has been tranfmitted to us extire, not- 
withftanding the Variety of its Leéfions, which 
have been occafioned purely by the number of 
its Copies and Editions, 

Tue 4" Section compares the Evidence of 
Miracles and Prophecies together; and to this it 
is objected, ‘* That Miraclesalone are far from 
«¢ being a valid Proof of the Truth of any Re- 
‘¢ ligion, becaufe they may be done by Cheats 
«¢ and Impoftors, by a diabolical, as well as a 
“¢ divine Power. But, fuppofing they be true, 
«¢ yet, both according to our Saviour’s account 
¢ [ Luke xvi. 31.] and that of his Apoftle [2 Pet. 
«i, 18, 19.] they are a proof of an inferior na- 
*¢ ture to that of Prophecy, (which is therefore 
«¢ conftantly appealed to) and yet Prophecy it 
«¢ felfis buta weak one: For, to look into the 
«¢ Writings of the Prophets, and obferve in 
«¢ what manner they are applied by the Apoftles 
«s and Evangelifts, one muft needs conclude, 
s¢ that they are no otherwife to be underftood, 
«than in a Jyfical, Myflical, and Allegorical 
«© Senfe, which, according to Scholaftick Rules, 
<¢ isno proof tall; and confequently the Ar- 
«© cument from Prophecy for the Truth of 
«© Chriftianity (tho’ certainly the beft that Be- 
‘¢ Jievers have to produce) is inconclufive, if 
«© not ridiculous ; and the Religion, built there- 
<¢ on, precarious, if not delufive.’? Towhich 
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it is replied, ‘ihat real and true Miracles can be | 


performed only by God, or byPerfons delegated 
and commifioged by him ; thatour bleffed Sa- 
viour, who was fent to inititute a new Religion, 
was, in the Nature of Things, obliged to fhew 
his Crede<tia’s by working of Miracles: That 

Miracles, 
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Miracles, thus wrought, are a more politive 
and immediate Indication of a divine Concur- 
rence, than either the Completion of ancient 
Prophecies, or the Prediction of future Events, 
can poffibly be; That neither the Words of 
St. Peter, concerning the mere jure Word of Pro- 
phecy, nor the Words of Abrabam in, the Pa- 
rable, concerning the ftanding Revelation of 
Mo/es and the Prophets, need fo to be interpre- 
ted, as to impair the Worth and Authority of 
Miracles; and that neitherSt. Pai/, in hisDefencé 
before Felix and Agrippa, nor St. Peter, in his 
Difcourfe before Cornelius, nor any other of the 
Apoftles, in their Endeavours to gain Converts, 
making ufe of Prophecies to prove Fe/us to be 
Chrift, and Chriftianity a divine Inftitution, 
have exalted them above meafure: fo that the 
Evidence of Miracles ftands immoveable, and; 
upon the Comparifon, appears to be fuperior ; 
tho’ the Evidence of Propheciés, it muft be 
owned, is a good collateral Proof, when ap- 
plied to the Perfon and Event they are to de- 
note, in their natural and moft obvious Signifi- 
cation, 

Tue 5" Section treats of the right Application 
of fome controverted Prophecies; and here thé 
Objection is, ** That moft of the Prophecies, 
“* cited from the O/d Teftament by the Authors 
*< of the New, do, in their obvious and pri- 
*¢ mary Senfe, relate to Matters quite different , 
*¢ from thofe which they were produced ta 
*¢ prove. Thus itis plain, that Matthew ap- 
“¢ plies a Paflage out of Hofea, (chap. ix. ver. 1.] 
‘* another out of Malachi (chap. iv. ver. 5.] and 
** another out of J/aiab [chap. vi. ver. 9.] to 
‘¢ Purpofes quite different from what the Pro- 
‘© phets intended them: nor is thet Quotation, 
“é by 
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«¢ by St. Luke, out of Deut. xviii. 15. or that 
«¢ by Chrift himfelf, out of Daniel ix. 24. &e. 
“* any ways pertinent to the original Significa- 
<¢ tion and Intendment of the Prophecies.” To 
which it is anfwered, that there are indeed dif- 
ferent kinds of Prophecies in the Old Tefta- 
ment, fome that are applicable to Chrift, and 
the Events concerning him, expre/sly; and 
others, in a Senfe not feemingly fo obvious to 
us, but what the Spirit of God might have pri- 
marily in view: That our Saviour and his A- 
poftles in like manner ufed fometimes a ¢ypica/, 
fometimes a parabolical, and fometimes an allu- 
five way of difcourfing with the People, which 
however did not affect their iteral Application 
of the Prophecies: Fhat St. Matthew, by the 
Words, that it might be fulfilled, intends no 
more (according to the Hebrew Phrafeology) 
than hereby was verified, or the Event anfwered 
the Predi¢tion, or the like ; and, by out of Egypt 
have I called my Son (which wasa commonAdage 
among the Fes) he means no more than a pro- 
vidential Deliverance from fome imminent Dan- 
ger: That Fob the Baptif, confidering the 
great refemblance between him and Elias, in 
their Temper and Difpofitions, as well as fundry 
Circumftances of their Lives, might properly 
enough be called after his Name: That the 
Blindnefs and wilful Obftinacy of the Fews, in 
our Saviour’s Time, will juftify his applying to 
them the Character, which J/aiah gives of the 
People, who lived in his Days: That by 
Tfaiah’s Virgin, who was to conceive and bear a 
Son, is properly to be underftood (as both the 
Etymology of the Word and the Solemnity. of the 
Introduétion thew) a Conception without the ufe 
or knowledge of Man : And thatthe eae 
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of the Prophet like unto Mo/es, fuits neither with 
ofbua, nor with a Succeffion of Prophets in 
the Fewi/h Church, but in its chief Lineaments 
canagree with none, but our Bleffed Saviour ; 
and confequently that hitherto the Evangelical 
Writers have made no Mifapplication of the an- 
cient Prophecies. 

Tue 6" Seétion treats of the Book of Daniel 
and bis Prophecy, in Chap. ix; to which it is 
objected, ** That the ancient Daniel, who was 
<¢ carried away in the Babyloni/h Captivity, could 
<¢ not be the Author of it, becaufe he miftakes 
<< the Names of the very Princes, in whofe 
«¢ Courts he lived, and ufes feveral Expreffions, 
«¢ which are of Greek Derivation; and becaufe 
<< the Book is omitted in the Ver/ion of the Se- 
«© venty, in the Catalogue of the Prophets reci- 
<< ted by Ecclefiafticus, and in the Paraphrajfes 
«¢ of Jonathan; which could hardly have hap- 
«¢ pened, had it been of Canonical Authority, 
<< and not rather fome fpurious Piece, fuch as 
<< the Song of the three Children, Bell and the 
«© Dragon, &c. forged under that Prophet’s 
«© Name, and wrote in an allegorical way, to 
«¢ give it the airofa Prophecy. But fuppofing 
«¢ the Book to be genuine, yet is the Applica- 
«¢ tion of that famous Prophecy in it, grounded 
<¢ upon a palpable Miftake ; fince it is plain, 
“s from the feveral Characters in the Context, 
<¢ that Daniel’s Meffias, who was to be cut off 
<¢ was not the Meffias of the fews, who was 
“© never to die; and the Deftruction, which the 
«¢ Prophet alludes to, muft be what Axtiochus, 
«and not what Titus brought upon that 
<< People.” To this it is replied, That the 
Book of Daniel has all the genuine Marks, both 
énternal and external,together with theT eftimony 
of 
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of all Antiquity, of its being a canonical piece 
of Scripture: That a fufficient Reafon may be 
given, from the known Cuftom of their multi- 
plying Titles, why he fometimes call Afyrian 
Princes by Names, different fromm what the Gre- 
cian Hiftorians give theni, and why he occafi- 
onally makes ufe of fome Terms of Art, which 
might poffibly be of Greek Original: That the 
Book was 19 far from being omitted by the 
Seventy, that we find their Vetfidn of it read 
publickly in our Saviour’s Time, and fo con- 
tinued, till that of Theodotion, which by fome 
Doétors of the Church was thought better, was 
fubftituted in its room: That its being omitted 
in the Enumeration of the Prophets in Eccle- 
fiafticus, is an Objection of no moment, fince 
other great Prophets have the like Fate; and its 
wanting a Chaldee Paraphrafe is thelefs confidera- 
ble, becaufe a good part of it is in that Language 
already ; and feveral other facred Writers (fuch 
as Ezra, and Nebemiah in particular) according 
to the Confeffion of the Yews themfelves, never 
had any: That the Plainne/s of its Prediétions, 
and Emblematicalne/s of its Stile, are no. more 
than what we frequently nicet with in other Pro- 
phets;, and that the forging other Books in 
Daniel’s Name, is a plain Indication that fome 
Writings of his were genuine, and held in great 
efteem in the Fetvi/h Church at the time, when 
thefe {purious Pieces were publifhed : That the 
Commandment mentioned in this Prophecy doés 
properly dente a royal Decree ; that our Sa- 
viour (tho’ not perfofally prefent) may be faid 
to go againft the Jews; and the Romans, who 
were the Inftruments of Providence in deftroy- 
ing the City, and profaning the Temple, may 
Noe XIII. E be 
Vou, IIE; 












































Historia LitTeERARIA. N°. XIit. 
be faid to be bis Army, or People; and laftly, 
that Chriit, by his coming into the World, 
and other TranfaGtions of his Life, may be 
frid to (eal up the Prophecy; by his preaching 
the Gof el, io confirm the Covenant; by the 
Sacrifice of himfelf, to put an End to all Obla- 
tions; and by the Merit of that Sacrifice, to 
faith Tranlgreffion, and make an end of Sin. 

Tue 7 Seétion treats of the right Applica- 
tion of j.me other Prophecies. And here it is ob- 
jected, “* That the plaineft Prophecies we meet 
*¢ with, have no relation at all to Fe/us 3 that 

hte at of Micab (chap. v. ver.2.] which fpeaks 

2 - uler, who is to come out of Bethlehem, 
whofe gcings forth have been of old from ever- 
laftty ny in its primary Senfe, was intended 
of Zerobabel, who was defcended from the 

Royal Race of David, a Family of five hun- 

dred Years ftanding ; and the 53 Chapter of 

Tfaiab, which the ‘Apoftles fo frequently ap- 

ply to Chrift, is nothing but a prophetical 

De ‘cription of the Sufferings of . the Ferws, 

(one Perfon, according to the prophetick 

Stile, being put for a whole Nation) under 
*¢ the Babylonifo, or fome other Captivity.” 
And to this the Anfwer is. That the Ruler of 
Ifrael, in Micab, cannot be underftood of Zero- 
babel, who was born at Babylon, not at Betb- 
lebem, and never had any fupreme Command 
in Fudea; but muft relate to the Perfon of the 
Mejias, and in himto our bleffed Lord, who, 
by his eternal Generation, anfwers exaétly the 
Defcription of the Prophet: That the Man of 
Sorrew and of Grief, in Ifaiah, who had after- 

vard bis Portion with the Great, and divided the 
Speil’ with the Strong, cannot with any propriety 
of Diction, agree with the Nation of the Zews, 
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in any fuppofeable Cafe of publick Calamity 
or Reftoration; but does manifeitly denote the 
Meffias, and in him Chrift our Saviour, who, 
in his State of Humiliation, is defcribed by the 
one, and in the State of his Exa/tation by the 
other; and, laftly, that our Saviour and his 
Apofttles could not poffibly be miftaken in their 
‘Application of any ancient Prophecies, becaufe 
they both had the giit of working Miracles, 
which manifefted their divine Miffion, and 
were directed by the infallible Spirit of God ; 
and therefore could not err in Judgment. 
THe 8 Section treats of the Miracles of 
Telus, and the Senfe wherein they are to be taken. 
Where it is objeéted ** That Miracles can be no 
‘¢ Evidence of a divine Miffion ; becaufe, both 
“© in the Law and the Gofpel, it is foretold, 
*¢ that there fhould arife falfe Prophets, who, 
‘¢ by the Power of Satan, or Permiffion of God, 
** fhould be enabled to do many wondertul 
*¢ Works: That if we look into the Hiftory 
*¢ of the World, we fhall accordingly find it 
** came to pafs, viz. that feveral Perfons were 
‘¢ invefted with a wonder-working Faculty, 
«© without ever pretending to a divine Com- 
‘¢ miffion; and that therefore our Saviour, 
‘¢ when he appeals to the miraculous Cures, 
‘¢ which he wrought upon the People, in ana- 
*¢ logy to what the Prophet J/aiah had fore- 
** told of him, is to be underftood, not ina 
*¢ Jiteral, but figurative Senfe ; not to denote 
‘* the outward Maladies of the Body, but the 
** inward Diftempers of the Soul, the Paffions, 
‘* and fundry vicious Affections of the Mind, 
** which are reprefented under the Metaphors 
“© of Blindnefs, and Lamenefs, and Deatnefs, 
© &3¢."" To which it a That the Power 
£2 of 
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of working Miracles in Chrift was fo vaftly 
great, that it can be fuppofed to proceed from 

no other Caufe, than a Communication with 

God ; and yet, to imagine that God would com- 

miunicate any part of his Power to give coun- 

tenance and fanction to an Impoftor, is a thing 

repugnant to his facred Attributes: That God 

has not left us without means, either froin the 

Works themielves, or the Manner of doing 
them, or from the Perfons themfelves, and the 
End for which they do them, to diftinguifh 
between the Prophet, and the Jmpoftor, the 
real Miracles of the one, and the lying Won- 
ders of the other: That all the Signs and Cha- 
racters of true Miracles concur in the Works 
of Jefus; but, on the contrary, violent fufpi- 
cion of Trick and Artifice, at leaft anInferio- 
rity, that will admit of no manner of Com- 
-parifon, in fuch as are named in competition 
with him ; and, confequently, that the Mira- 
cles of our Saviour were not only a good proof 
of his divine Miffion ; but fuch very Miracles 
in kind as the Meffias (when he came into the 
World) was pre-ordained todo. For fince the 
35'*Chapter of //aiab’s Prophecy is fuppofed by 
all Interpreters to relate to the Mefliah ; and, 
notwithftanding fome figurative Paffages in it 
(a thing very common in Prophetick Writings) 
was, both by the Tradition of the ancient 
Jews, the Senfe of the ews in our Saviour’s 
Time, and the Ufe which our Saviour himfelf 
makes of it, thought to denote, in a true and 
litteral Senfe, the Actions and Miracles of the 
Meffiah: fince many of our Saviour’s Miracles 
were of the fame Kind and Character, with 
what the Prophet afcribes to the Meffiah ; and 
being outward and vifible Works, were the only 
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proper Evidences of his divine Commiffion and 
Authority: fince the notion of #yfical and in- 
vifible Miracles (befides the ftrange and chi- 
merical oddnefs of it) is attended with m: any 
abfurdities and contradictions to Scripture 5 
makes our Saviour’s Appeal to his Werks im- 
pertinent, and his Anfwer to the Baptifl’s Difci- 
ples ridiculous ; jultifies the ews in their De- 
mand of more Signs, and condemns the Judg- 
ment of fuch, as were converted upon no bet- 
ter Evidence: fince the Arguments on one fide 
are fo clear, and the Abturdities on the other fa 
palpable (which our Author has fhewn at large) 
it muit needs follow, that our Saviour, ia heal- 
ing all manner of Sickne/s aid Difeafe amoung the 
People, according to the Prophecies concerning, 
him ; did in reality the Miracles that the Met- 
fiah was todo, and confequently came with a 
divine Authority to found a new Religion. 
The 9" Section treats of the allegoric il Fathers 
and their Authority, And here it is objected, 
«© Thatthe propereft Judges of theSen!e,wherein 
¢* our Saviour’s Miracles are to be uken, are 
«¢ the ancient Fathers ; but naw thefe Fathers, 
*¢ with one confent, agree that the aélegorical 
‘sis the ¢rue Senfe of Scripture ; that what 
«¢ Jefus did in the Fle/h, istypical of what he 
** would do in the Spirit, the feveral bodily 
“¢ Difeafes, which he healed, were Symbols of 
‘© the fpiritual Difeafes of the Soul ; and his other 
** outward Miracles, Figures only of his more 
“© myfterious Operations.” To which it is re- 
plied, That tho’, for very good Reafons, the 
Authority of the Fathers is to be received with 
great Refpect and Veneration ; yet the Cuftom 
of allegorizing Scripeure owes its Original to the 
Fewsand Gentiles (no great Friends to the Chri- 
E 3 {tran 
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ftian Caufe) and was afterwards indulged to 
gratify, infome meafure, a depraved Taite and 
extravagant Imigination: That no Authority 
can be produce d = it in Scripture ; but many 
Paffages out of St. Pauls writings to fhew the 
Dang¢ r and bold veeaedion of it, as well as 
the necefliry Daty of our adhering to the plain- 
nefs and fimplicity of the Gofpel : That no 
Arguments in its Vindication can be drawn 
from the writings of the ancicnt Fathers ; for- 
afmuch as the greateft Matters and Admirers 
of it have always acknowledged a literal Senfe, 
and fuch as are produced to the contrary, upon 
proper Examination, are found to do the fame: 
for, remember, fays Tertullian, that, when we 
admit of Scrif aval Allegories, the true liiteral 
Senfe oj th ‘Scripture is not altered, tho? a Rhe- 
torical Apt lication be given it. 

Tur rot Section treats of Chrifi?s driving 
the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. Towhich 
it’s objected, ** That in all probability, there 
«© was no Market kept in the Temple of 7e- 
‘s rufale; but if there was, there could not 
6 poffib! ly be any Sin in buying or felling fuch 
‘« things therein, as were proper for the Ser- 
¢* vice of God in Sacrifice : That if there was 
¢¢ an offence in It, = our Saviour could hardly 
«© be fuppofed able of himfelf to drive fuch a 
*¢ Company out of i Temple 5 nor can we 

teri nofe any caufe for this intemperate Zeal 

‘ for the honour of God’s Houfe, which, 
*¢ ina fhort time, by God’s own Appointment 
t* was to be deftroyed.”? To which it is re- 
plied, That, by the Temple here, is meant the 
outer Court, or Court of the Gentiles, where 
undoubtedly were Shops and Stalls, and fe- 
veral forts of Merchandize; which muft needs 
be 
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be a great Profanation of a Plice iet aport fo 
religious Worlhip : That the Honour and Rew 
verence due to the Houle of God was motive 





fufficient for our Saviour to attempt a Refor- 
mation. of this Abufe ; and, ip his proiert tri- 
umphant Condition, ee had followers and abete 
tors enough to fupport him infuch an Atten DE 5 


nor does the fuppofed fhort or long continy- 
ance of the Temple make any manner ef dit- 
ference in the Cafe. 

The 11*® Seétion treats ne CL riff’ s CH ring ibe 
Demoniacks, and fending the Devils inio the 
Swine. . To which it e "eich ‘ds ** That jr 
** feems highly improbable, that Tombs fhould 
* Se proper Habitations for Madmen; and 
*¢ that, if they were fo exceedingly fier 
** outrageous, their Neighbours fhould tak eno 
** care of them: That it feems to be more 
*¢ than probahile, that there could be no Swine 2 
“© as Gadara, becaule the Fews were exprefly 
‘© prohibited to eat Swine’s Flefh: and ve i 
«¢ pofing the Swine to belong to oth rer People 
“‘ not Jews; yet, for Chritt to deftroy the 7, 
<¢ and thereby rob their Owners of their Pro- 
“¢ perty, feems to reflect not a little upon his 
** Goodnefs and Juftice: tho’ if the difpoff- 
‘¢ fing of the Devils was really true, there feenis 
*¢ to be no great matter in it, becaufe Exor- 
© cifms were common things among the fees.” 
To this it is anfwered, That Tombs nese 
the Fews, were not like ours built in Church- 
yards, but cut out in the fides of Caverns in 
defert Places and Mountains ; where, confider- 
ing the Fertility of the Country, the Madmen 
might meet with fufficient Food to fuftain their 
Lives : : That thefe Madmen, according to the 
Scriptures Account, had very probably bec 
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taken care of by the Gadarens ; and the Swine, 
whether they belonged to the Fews or Gentiles, 
might juftly be dettroyed by Jefus, confider- 
ing him as a Prophet fent from God, and ac- 
ting by the Authority of him, who is Proprie- 
tor of all the World ; and, laftly, that before 
the coming of Chrift, there were few or no 
Exorcifms among the Fews; or that if there 
were any, they were but a Proof and Confirma- 
tion of the Truth and Reality of what our Sa- 
viour <id of this kind, 

THE 12* Section treats of bis Transfigura- 
tion on the Mcunt. Whereupon it is objeéted, 
¢* That Chrift being the Wi/dom, as well as the 
<¢ Power of God, ’tis hard to conceive, for 
¢¢ what end and purpofe he thus transfigured 
¢¢ himfelf, why he did it on a Mountain, ra- 
«¢ ther than ina Valley ; and why before Friends 
<¢ and Followers, rather than Enemies and Un- 
<< believers, unle‘s there was fome management 
*¢ inthething: That his Apoftles may be juftly 
¢* enough fufpected of partiality ; or, being in 
*¢ a vehement fright, might make fevera] mif- 
«¢ takes in their Account of it, as it feems 
“¢ likely they did, from their telling us, that 
“© Mofes and Elias were at the Transfiguration, 
« and did confabulate with Jefus, without ever 
‘¢ fignifying the Reafon why thefe two Pro- 
‘© phets appeared only ; or mentioning one 
«© Word of the Difcourfe which paffed between 
«¢ them, tho’ of the laft importance for the 
¢¢ Chriftian World to know.” To which it is 
replied, That the proper Ufe and Defign of 
our Saviour’s Transfiguration was, to fortify 
his Apoftles againft what fhould fhortly come 
upon both their Mafter and themfelves; that 
as to the Place where the Transfiguration was 

wrought 
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wrought, fome Analogy might be had to what 
befel Mo/es on Mount Sinai; but no Umbrage 
could be given for any Sufpicion of the leaft 
Fraud or Impofture: That the Teftimony of 
three competent Witnefles was fufficient for the 
purpofe ; and fome difturbance might poffibly 
have accrued to the State, (which our Saviour 
was always far from encouraging) had the 
whole Multitude been admitted to the fight of 
it; and, laftly, that, at this Transfiguration, 
there is great reafon to prefume that Mo/es and 
Elias were both prefent in their proper Perfons, 
and difcourfed with Chrift on the great argu- 
ment of Man’s Redemption by his meritorious 
Death and Paffion. 

Tue 13™ Section treats of his healing the 
Woman of ber Iffue of Blood. And to this it 1s ob- 
jected, “ That the Evangelifts being very in- 
«© accurate in their manner of defcribing Difeafes, 
“it isno eafy matter to determine what this 
‘© Woman’s Diforder was ; tho’, in all proba- 
“¢ bility, it was a very flight Indifpofition, a 
“¢ little bleeding of the Nofe, or fome other 
** Evacuation, (fince fhe was able to prefs thro” 
*¢ the Croud to come at Chrift) and that her 
*¢ Cure was effected, rather by the Strength of 
«¢ her own Imagination, than any Virtue pro- 
“* ceeding from him upon her touching his 
** Garment.” To which it is replied, That as 
the Evangelifts write in a plain and familiar 
manner, adapted to the Capacity of alf; and 
like Hifforians, not like profefled Phy/icians or 
Chirurgeons ; fo they could not have impofed 
upon the World by falfe or unfair Accounts of 
Chrift’s miraculous Cures, had he not actually 
done them: and, that it appears from the Con- 
text, that this Woman’s Diftemper in particu- 
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lar (tho’ it might not hinder her from getting 
to Chrift) was above the Power of Imagina- 
tion to cure, and removed only by Chrift’s fa- 
native Virtue, in conjunction with the Strength 
of her own Faith in him, 

Tue 14 Section treats of his curing. the 
Woman of her Spirit of Infirmity, to which it is 
objected, ** That St, Luke (who was a Phyfi- 
** cian) had he been Matter of his Profeffion, 
“* could not but have given usa full Reprefenta- 
«© tion of this Woman’s Malady; and yet all 
*< that he tells us of it is, that /he had a Spirit 
“* of weakne/s, i.e. that fhe was a poor-fpirited 
«< Creature, of a difconfolate and dejeéted 
‘© Temper; and therefore her Cure could be 
«© nothing elfe but Jefus’s coming to her, and 
** giving her fome comfortable Advice and Ad- 
** monition : whereupon fhe, having an high 
«¢ Opinion of his Wifdom and Goodnefs, might 
** recover, and afterwards become more brifk 
«¢ and chearful; fo that taking the Devil out 
*¢ of the queftion, fhews nothing at all in the 
*¢ Cure.”? Towhich it is replied, that accord- 
ing to the Defcription given us by St. Luke, 
the Condition of this Woman was convulfed, 
and convulfed by a Tenfion of the Mufcles, which 
bend the Body forward; and that the imme- 
diate Caufe of this her Infirmity, was from the 
influence of an evil Spirit: That it is manifeft 
from Scripture, as well as the acknowledgement 
of all Ages, that there were fuch Spirits before 
Chrift ; that there are Reafons to be given, why, 
before his Advent, their Appearances and Ope- 
rations were more frequent; that there are 
grounds to believe, that they have their Influ- 
ence and Power of acting even ftill; and, that 
upon thefe Confiderations, as well as the whole 
tenor 
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tenour of the Context, wherein we jiave the 
Governour murmuring, Chrift juftifying his 
Aétion, the Woman glorifying God, and Peo- 
ple rejoicing at what they had fcen, it plainly 
appears, that the Woman’s Cure was truly mi- 
raculous. 

Tue 15" Section treats of bis prophetical 
Converfation with the Samaritan Woman. Where 
it is objected, “* That all this was no more 
«¢ than mere Fortune-telling, that Jefus, by 
«¢ fome private Intimations or other, might get 
** intelligence of this Woman’s Life; and, by 
«¢ the help of thefe, firft raife her Admiration, 
*¢ and then poffefs her witha notion of his being 
‘¢ the Mefiiah, which we find him more ready 
&* to declare to her, than ever he was to wifer 
‘¢ People.’ And to thisit isreplied, That the 
Samaritans, who received the Law of Mofes, 
did thereupon found their Expectation of a Mef- 
fias to come: That our Saviour, upon feveral 
Occafions, declared himfelf to be that Meffias, 
and for what Reafons he might, at this time 
more particularly, difeover it to this Woman ; 
and lattly, that he could have no previous know- 
ledge of the Woman, becaufe this was the firft 
interview he ever had with her, and the man- 
ner of his Converfation with her, wherein he 
endeavours to inftruct her in the moft fublime 
Truths, is not at all agreeable to the Character 
of an Impoftor. - 

Tue 16 Section treats of bis curfing the 
barren Fig-tree. To which it is objected, *¢ That 
‘¢ this was too abfurd and ridiculous, if not a ma- 
* licious and ill-natured Act, for any wife Man 
** to do; that it is incongruous to think, that 
* Jefus, who was God as well as Man, fhould 
be driven to fuch extremity of Hunger, 
‘¢ fhould 
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‘© fhould not know that the Tree was barren 
‘* before he came to it; or fhould be fo un- 
«© reafonable as to expect Fruit on it, at an im- 
“© proper Seafon; that had there been Fruit 
*¢ on it, he, however, without leave from the 
** Owners, had no right to gather it, much 
“¢ lefs to curfe the Tree, which was certainly a 
“© paffionate Act, of high Injuftice, and not at 
** all fuitable to the beneficent Nature of his 
** other Performances.”? To which the Anfwer 
is, That fince our Blefied Saviour, who took 
not on him the Nature of Angels, but the Seed of 
Abraham, was in all things made like unto his 
Brethren, and fubject to Hunger, and the other 
innocent Infirmities of human Nature; which 
neverthelefs he thought not proper, by any 
miraculous means, to remedy, or to exert his 
divine Power upon every little Occurrence of 
Life ; fince it is apparent, both from facred and 
prophane Hiftory, that there were in Judea 
Fig-trees of a very early kind, which had Fruit 
in tull Maturity, before the time of the Paffo- 


ver; or at thetime, when our Saviour, in his 


return to Bethany, went to find Fruit on this, 
nor are-the Words of St. Mark incompatible 
with this Circumftance ; fince this Tree, bar- 
ren as it was, was neverthelefs intended to be 
the Subftance of a Miracle ; and, by its hafty 
withering away at our Saviour’s Execration, a 
Type and Figure of the fpeedy Deftruction of 
the Fewifh Nation; fince had it borne Fruit, 
its jtanding in the way made it of common 
Right, or had it been enclofed, a particular 
Law [Deut. xxiii. ver. 24, 25.] pravided for 
that purpofe, fubmitted it to the Ufe of every 
Traveller, who was minded to gather of it ; 
and, laftly, fince a Miracle of this kind, ferving 
to 
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to fuch excellent Ufes, was, at this time, more 
neceflary, and in all refpects as convincing, as 
if it had been of a merciful and beneficial na- 
ture (all which our Author has amply difcourfed) 
there is certainly no Appearance, either of 
Folly, or Ignorance, or Injuftice, or Paffion, 
or Ill-nature in our Saviour’s doing it. 

Tue 17 Section treats of bis healing the 
impotent Man at the Pool of Bethefda. To which 
it is objected, “ That there is reafon to fup- 
«¢ pofe, that this whole Account is a mere 
«© Fiction ; fince neither Yofepbus, nor any o- 
‘© ther Author, makes any mention of this mi- 
«© raculous Pool: That St. Zohn, the only Au- 
<< thor of it, is very defeéfive in not telling us 
“¢ the occasion, time, and manner of the Angel’s 
<¢ defcending ; and very abjurd, in making the 
*¢ palt, the blind, and the withered, &c. (Per- 
‘¢ fons that were unable to help themfelves) 
“¢ the Patients, that waited for the Cure: That 
‘‘ this impotent Man, in particular, was 
<< highly foolifh, for waiting fo long to no 
<< purpofe ; that Jefus (if he could have done 
** it) fhould have healed the whole Multitude 
<< of miferable Objects, and not this one only; 
«* whofe Cure, after alJ, might perhaps be no 
«¢ Miracle, but only the effect of his Difeafe 
«¢ worn off in a natural way.” To this it is 
anfwered, that the miraculous Cures of the 
Waters of Bethe/da, are a dittin& Confideration 
from our Saviour’s Cure of the impotent Man, 
whom he found there, and cannot invalidate 
his Miracle, even tho’ we could not account 
for their fanative Virtue ; That fome Account, 
however, may be given of the Nature of this 
miraculous Pool; when its fanative Virtue firft 
began ; how long it continued among the Fews 5 
why 
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why Yo/fephus makes no exprefs mention of it, 
tho’ probably he may do it under another 
Name: That tho’ the Opinions of Ilcarned 
Men concerning the Caufe of this fanative Vir- 
tue be various; yet the moft probable Hypo- 
thefis is, that it was occafioned by the Adction 
of an Angel, who might defcend, about the 
time of the Paffover, to keep up aSenfe of God’s 
Providence among the Zews; and, to make the 
Action appear more miraculous, cure no more 
than ome at once: That there wasno Folly, but 
a proper Reliance on God’s Providence, in the 


Impotent Man’s waiting fo long; no want of 


Charity or Commiferation in our Saviour, in 
curing one out of fo many, nor any Collufion 
in the Cure it felf; fince the Man’s Cafe (ac- 
cording to all Symptoms) was a confirmed 
Palfy of thirty eight Years ftanding, which all 
Phyficians allow is above the Power of Nature 
to remedy. 

Tre 18 Section treats of his curing the 
Man that was born Blind. To which it is ob- 


jetted, * That his ufing an Ointment to this 


<< purpofe (tho’ it was a very ftrange and 
“* whimfical one) deftroys the Credit of the Mi- 
“< racle; becaufe he might have fome fanative 
‘¢ Balfam in his Mouth, which mixt with his 
“¢ Spittle, might imperceptibly work the Cure ; 
«© which had it been done by a Word's /peaking, 
** would have been much more declarative of 
«* his Almighty Power.” And to this it is re- 
plied, That the Evangelift is fo very minute 
in defcribing the Circumftances attending this 
Cure, that there is no poffibility for any Fraud 
or Collufion in it: That tho’ there are Medi- 
cines, which may ftrengthen the optick Nerves, 
when weakened or relaxed; yet no sane of 
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Art can curea Man, that is born blind ; and 
that the incompetency of the Application our 
Saviour made ufe of (where he was certainly at 
his own liberty) inftead of impairing, inhances 
the Merit of the Cure, and convinced the Spec- 
tators, as well as the Patient himfelf, of his 
Almighty Power, which could produce fuch a 
wonderful Effect by means that were indifferent, 
if not obftruétive to the Cure. 

T ne 19" Section treats of bis turning Water 
into Wine. And here it is objected, ** That it 
*¢ was inconfiftent with the Character of Jefus 
“* to go toa Marriage, where there was ufually 
*¢ great Excefs and Riot, and much more to 
“* be fuch an encourager of Intemperance, as 
“¢ to fupply a large quantity of Wine, when 
*¢ the Guefts had drank more than enough 
“already: That the rude and unmannerly 
‘© Anfwer he gave his Mother at this time, 
«© would make one fufpect that himfelf was not 
‘© rightly fober ; and, as for the Miracle itfelf, 
*¢ it feems not unlikely, that he might mix 
*¢ fome fpirituous Liquor with the Water, 
*¢ and fo palm it upon the Company for good 
“© Wine.” ‘Towhich it is replied, That tho? 
our Saviour was a Perfon of very grave De- 
portment ; yet, fince the manner of celebrating 
Matrimonial Feftivals among the ews was put 
under fuch Regulation, that Men of the greateft 
ftrictnefs and fobriety might frequent them, 
without any Imputation on their Character ; 
fince to this Marriage of Cana in Galilee our 
Saviour was more particularly obliged to go, 
as being either a Relation or intimate Acquain- 
tance to the Parties efpoufed; and could not, 
without a breach of good manners, and neg- 
Iccting an opportunity of doing much good, 
decline 
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decline their Invitation ; fince, in his miraculous 
Production of Wine upon this Occafion, the 
quantity was not fo large as our Tran/lation re- 
prefents it ; or if fo large, was not intended for 
one day’s Subfiftence only ; but to laft out the 
remainder of the Feftival, and all that time fup- 
ply the whole Company, which ufually came 
in, gredt numbers ; fince the Phrafe in St. Fobu, 
when Men have-well drank, is only a Circum- 
ftance; thrown in to illuftrate the Comparifon, 
or defcribe the latter end of a Feaft, and has 
no manner of reference to the Condition of the 
Company then prefent; and, laitly, fince the 
Reply, which our Saviour made, his Mother, 
was, at moft, but a gentle Rebuke for her in- 
truding into matters, which did not properly 
concern her, but depended upon his infinite 
Wifdom to determine, (all which our Author 
has fully made appear ;) then was there plainly 
neither any Levity in our Saviour’s going to 
this Marriage,nor any encouragement of excefs in 
his fupplying the Company with Wine, nor any 
figns of neglect or difefteem, and much leis of 
any worfe Caufe, in the reply he gave to his 
Mother ; and, that the Miracle it felf. was not 
performed by any artful trick of his own, or 
Collufion with others; the Teftimony of the 
Servants of the Houle, the Judgment of the 
Ruler of the Feaft, and the Conviction of his 
Difciples from thenceforward, are a plain De- 
monttration. 

T HE 20" Section treats of bis curing the Pa- 
ralytick at Capernaum. To which it is objected, 
«s That no probable Reafon can be given, why 
«© the Croud about the Door, where Jefus was, 
«< fhould be fo great, as is reprefented ; but 
s* admit it was, °tis fuppofeable that, the 
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<¢ Paralytick and his Bearers fhould have ftay’d, 
«until the Multitude was difperfed; or if 
“‘ they were in fuch hafte, that Jefus fhould 
*¢ have healed the Patient at a diftance, and 
«© with a Word’s fpeaking, rather than give 
«¢ them the Trouble of hoifting him up with 
«© Ropes and Pullies, and then breaking opeh 
‘© the Roof with Hatchets and Hammers, to 
*¢ the great detriment of the Mafter of the 
‘© Houfe, who can hardly be fuppofed to be- 
*¢ hold all this without making fome Remon- 
‘¢ ftrance.’” And to this it is anfwered, that 
according to the Account of two feveral Evan- 
gelifts, the Admiration which our Saviour’s 
Doétrine had occafioned the Time before, when 
he was at Cafernaum, might very well draw 
a great Multitude from all adjacent Places to 
hear him ; and his former fudden Departure, 
after he had done preaching, might very juftly 
make the Paralytick, and his Friends impatient 
to come at him ; for fear of miffing fo precious an 
Opportunity: That the manner of building 
Houfes among the Fews, with Stairs without 
doors, flat Roofs, and Trap-Doors on the Roof, 
might make it an eafy matter for the Paraly- 
tick to be carried up, and let down in his Couch 
or Elbow-Chair before Chrift, without doing an 
manner of Injury to the Houfe; and, for Chrift 
to cure him after fuch an Apparatus, was both 
a greater Declaration of their Faith, and Ma- 
nifeftation of the Cure, than if he had done it 
in an eafier way. 

T HE 21* Seétion treats of bis raijing three 
dead Perfons. And here it is objected, ** That 
‘* tho’ raifing of Lazarus from the Dead, was 
‘¢ certainly the greateft of thefe three Miracles, 
Noe XIIl. F yet 
Vou, Il. 
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*«* yet none of the former Evangelifts have faid 
‘© a word of it. The only Perfon that re- 
«¢ cords it, is St. Zohn; and yet he records it 
‘6 almoft an hundred Years after its date, when 
every one was dead that could difprove it : 
That no poffible Reafon can be given, why 
Jefus fhould raife Perfons of fo much ob- 
icurity; why we fhould have no Account 
of their Tranfaétions after their Refurreétion, 
how long they lived, or what Difcourfes they 
had with their Friends concerning their fe- 
parate E'xiftence : That very probably there 
was fome miftake or collufion in the Matter : 
the Ruler’s Daughter might be afleep, the 
Widow’s Son in a Lethargy ; and it feems 
manifeft from the Circumftances of the Story, 
that there was a Combination between Jefus 
and Lazarus; for we cannot imagine, why 
the Fews fhould conceive fuch Malice againft 
Jefus, or why Jefus fhould flee into the 
«¢ Wildernefs upon his working this Miracle, 
«¢ had there been no Declaration of Fraud in 
<< it.” Toall which it is replied, That the 
Diftinétion of greater and lf; Miracles is de- 
ftitute of all real Foundation ; and,confequently, 
the raifing of one Perfon from the Dead is as 
much a Miracle, as raifing another ; That the 
Evangelifts, in their Accounts of our Saviour’s 
Miracles, are fo far from relating every one, that 
they omit feveral, which the intended brevity 
of. their Gofpels, and the multiplicity of mat- 
ter neceflary to be comprized in them, obliged 
them todo: That upon theie Confiderations, 
and perhaps in point of Prudence, that they 
might not exafperate the ews againft Laza- 
rus, the three firlt Evangelifts have paffed by 
that Period in our Saviour’s Life, wherein La- 
zarus 





Art.3. HistoRia LITTERARIA. 


zarus was raifed from the’ Dead, and contented 
themfelves with relating the Hiftory of others 
fo raifed: That the Gofpel of St. Fobn was 
profefledly written to fupply the Defeés of 
thefe other Evangelifts, and accordingly has 
done it in many remarkable Inftances: That 
the three Perfons, whofe Refurrections are re- 
corded by thefe facred Penmen, were, upon 
feveral accounts, the propereft Objects of our 
Saviour’s kindnefs to them ; and the Scripture’s 
Silence concerning their future Lives, and In- 
telligcence from the other World, may, in a 
great meafure be accounted for: That there 
could be no miftake in their Death, nor are 
there any Circumftances in the whole Story 
denoting a Fallacy in their Refurreétion : That 
in the Cafe of Lazarus, particularly, the whole 
Procefs is fo ordered, as to take away all ima- 
ginable Occafion of Sufpicion ; and, laftly, 
that the bloody Refolves of the Fewi/h Council 
thereupon, and our Saviour’s Retreat from Fe- 
rujalem for his Security, were no more than 
what an inveterate Prejudice in them, anda 
Principle of Self-prefervation in bim, may very 
well be fuppofed to fuggett. 

The 224 Section treats of Chrif??s own Refur- 
reition. Towhich it is objected, ‘* That to 
‘* difprove the Truth of this Miracle, we want 
*¢ feveral Anti-Chriitian Books which have been 
“* deftroyed, becaufe they gave us an Infight 
*¢ into this Impofture: That even the Hittories 
*¢ on the Impofture’s fide difcover the thing 
*¢ plain enough; for, whereas there was an 
«* Agreement between the chief Priefts and the 
*¢ Apoftles to feal the Door of the Sepulchre ; 
*¢ and, in the prefence of the Multitude, to 
** open the Seals at the time prefixed for his 
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Refurreétion, we find the Seals broken with- 
out the privity of the Chief-Priefts, the Body 
ftolen away a whole Day before the {tated time, 
and early in the Morning, while the Guards 
were faft afleep: That had not this been the 
Cafe, he would certainly have appeared to the 
Jews in order to their Conviction, and not 
<< to his own Difciples, who were engaged to 
carry onthe Story. For tho’ many of them 
died with great Conftancy in atteftation of 
their Mafter’s Refurrcétion ; yet this is no 
<¢ more than what we fee hardened Villains, or 
«< giddy Enthufiafts do daily: and therefore 
<* we may conclude, that thefe pretended Wit- 
nefles of his Refurrection were either /i//y 
enough to be impofed on themfelves, or 
‘¢ wicked enough to impofe on others.” To 
all which it is replied, That, upon the lofs of 
the ancient Anti-Chriftian Books (which, in 
all probability, would not have availed us much) 
we are now reduced, in our Enquiries into the 
Reality of Chrift’s Refurreétion, to the fole Ac- 
count of the Evangelifts: That, according to 
the Relation of thefe Evangelifts, the feveral 
Circumftances of the Sepulchre, where the 
Body was Jaid, and the great Care and Pre- 
caution which the Zewi/h Rulers took about it, 
did effectually fecure the Body from the Dan- 
ger of being carried off, either by Fraud or 
Violence, had the Difciples been minded fo to 
do: That, from the whole Behaviour of thefe 
Difciples, it appears, that they were too faint- 
bearted to attempt fuch an Enterprize, or if at- 
tempting it, unlikely to fucceed ; or if fucceed- 
ing, inno probability to make any Advantage 
by it: That, after the Refurreétion, the Se- 
pulchre was left in fuch Condition, as clears the 
Difciples 
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Difciples from the Imputation of any fuch Rob- 
bery, which their bittereft Enemies never once 
alledged againft them, even when they had 
the faireft Call and Opportunity to introduce 
the Accufation: That our bleffed Saviour, as 
foon as he had fulfilled the Time of his Inter- 
ment (which, according to the fewifo way of 
Computation, he actually did) may be well fup- 
pofed defirous of haftening his Return to his 
difconfolate Difciples ; but was under no con- 
cern to do the fame to the Chief Priefts and 
Ruler:, in whom an Exhibition of himfelf 
would have wrought no Conviction, and might 
probably have been an Obftruétion to the Progrefs 
of the Gofpel: That, after his Refurrection, he 
appeared fo frequently to fuch a number of his 
Difciples, and converfed fo fantiliarly with them, 
that they could not poffibly be miftaken in the 
Truth and Reality of his Perfon: That they, 
in their Teftimony of his, could have no Bribe 
upon their Affections, nor any Temptation of 
temporal Advantage to pervert them ; but, on 
the contrary, a fure profpect of the bitcereft 
Perfecutions, which they, notwithitanding, un- 
derwent with great chearfulnefs, and fealed, at 
length, the Truth of their Teftimony with their 
Blood, which no Jmpoftor was ever known to 
do: and, laftly, that in confirmation of the 
Truth of their Teftimony, God was pleafed to 
accompany them with Signs and mighty Won- 
ders, the Power of working Miracles, and the 
Gifts of the bleffed Spirit ; and, therefore, *tis 
plain, that in the whole Tranfaétion, the Wit- 
neffes of our Saviour’s Refurrection could be 
liable to no Sufpicion. They could have no 
hand in ftealing away their Mafter’s Body; 


they could have noroom to be deceived them- 
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felves in what they frequently faw and felts 
nor could they have any Provocation to de- 
ceive others in an Affair, where they were fure 
to get nothing, but Danger and Dittrefs: and, 
confequently, we have all the Affurance, which 
a Matter of Faé, at this diftance of time, is 
capable of, that this great Article of our Re- 
ligion, as it is related by the Evangelifts, is 
literally true. 

T ne 23° Section treats of the Infufficiency of 
Reajfon, and Neceffity of Revelation. To which 
it is objected, ** That fince God, from the be- 
« ginning, muft be fuppofed to give Mankind 
«< fome Religion, that Religion muft be what 
“¢ we call the Religion of Nature, which, coming 
*¢ froma Being infinitely perfect, mutt be equally 
<< perfect itfelf, and confequently, uncapable of 
«© any Alteration or Addition: That, fince God 
«¢ was minded that a/l Men fhould come to the 
“© Knowledge of the Truth, he mutt be fuppofed to 
have given all Men the means of knowing it ; 
which can be no other than the due Exercife of 
their rational Faculties, fufficient to inftruét 
them in all religious Duties, which refult either 
from the fitne/s ef things, or the Relations 
they ftand in to Ged, or to one another: 
and therefore, fince the Religion of Nature 
<¢ is perfect, and the Ute of our Reafon fuffi- 
*¢ cient to underftand it, all fupernatural Helps 

are fuperfluous ; and confequently, the Chri- 

ftian Revelation, which pretends to be fuch, 
muft either be a Decepticn in the whole, or 
only a Republication of the Laws of Nature. 
For God, who is no arbitrary Being, can 
require nothing of us by Revelation, that he 
has not required before; nor are we to ad- 
‘ mit any Doétrines or Inftitutions as- Matters 
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“¢ of Religion, ‘ that are not plainly required 
‘«¢ by the Law of Nature.” To all which it is 
replied, That, fince, on the contrary, the 
Religion of Nature (how fufficient foever it 
may be fuppofed for the Conduct of our firft 
Parents, in their State of Innocence) was not, 
even then, in itfelf abjalutely perfec? , and is far 
from deferving that Character now: fince Man- 
kind are confeffedly fallen from their original 
Reétitude, and labour under a manifeft Weak- 
nefs and Depravity ; infomuch,that their boafted 
Knowledge is little more, af frff, than the 
refult of their Education, and all their Lives 
long, a Principle as capable of Error, as it is of 
Truth, and as productive of Vice, as it is of 
Virtue in them: fince human Reason, in its 
higheft point of Improvement, is perfectly un- 
able to fettle a proper Rule of Religion and 
Morality ; for as much as the greateft Philofo- 
phers were ata lofs how to devile an accepta- 
ble Form of divine Worfhip, and how to at- 
attain a Reconciliation with God, whenever 
they had offended him by their Sins, and (con- 
fidering the Carelefinefs and Inattention, as well 
as the Paffions and Prejudices of moft Men) in 
no Condition to inftruct the World, either by 
Argument, or by their own Authority: and, 
laftly, fince it is true in fact, that the greatelt 
Men in the Heathen World were certaiily ig- 
norant of fome of the moit fundamental Points, 
and very doubtful and uncertain in all the reft ; 
were over-run with Wickednefs themfelves, and 
too eager Afferters of many vicious and cor- 
rupt Principles, which is enough to humble 
the Pride and arrogant Pretenfions of modern 
Unbelievers, (and all this our Author proves at 
large 5) it muft needs follow, that natural Reli- 
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gion, or the Light of Reafon, was not fuffi- 
cient for the Conduct of humane Life; and that 
therefore a more perfect Difcovery of the di- 
vine Will was a thing very defirable to Man- 
kind, in their State of Ignorance and Defeétion. 
And, fince, again, it is not only agreeable to 
the State and Condition of Man, but highly 
confiftent with the Attributes of God, for him 
to vouchfafe a Revelation to his own Crea- 
tures, in order to lighten the Darknefs of their 
Under‘tanding, and reform the Irregularity of 
their Lives, for which the Chriftian Religion 
is peculiarly adapted, as containing a compleat 
Rule of Faith and Manners: fince, in this Re- 
ligion, there are Doétrines of different kinds, 
fome that are my/terious, and paft Man’s find- 
ing out, and others more ebvious and difcoverable 
by the Ligist of Reafon ; the more obvious (as 
they have a natural Tendency to promote all 
Virtue and Godlinefs in us) upon their own ac- 
count deferving our Reception ; and the myfte- 
rious (as they are no more, than what might 
be expected in a fupernatural Revelation, and 
become fuch only by the fublimity of the Sub- 
jectthey treat on 5 and, when rightly confidered, 
imply no Abfurdity or Contradiction, but tend 
plainly to the Credit and Advantage of the 
whole Difpenfation) upon the Authority of God, 
and in acknowledgment of his Veracity, re- 
quiring our Affent: fince the pofitive Inftitu- 
tionsof this holy Religion arenot only requifite to 
our Initiation and Confirmation in it, but Pledges 
likewife of God’s Love, and vifible Affurances 
of fpiritual Bleffings to us, no ways liable to any 
fuperftitious Abufe from thofe, who attend to the 
Precepts of Scripture concerning them ; and in 
fuch, as devoutly obferve them, capable of 
exciting all manner of good Affections and 
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Difpofitions: And, laftly, fince the moral Part 
of this Religion contains many more Lawsand 
Precepts, and thefe eftablifhed by more power- 
ful Motives and Sanctions, and enforced by 
more fublime Reafons and Confiderations, than 
ever the World was acquainted with before, 
(all which our Author proves fully and unexcep- 
tionably) it will neceflarily follow, that, fince 
this Light is come into the World, the condi- 
tion of Mankind is much bettered, if fo be 
that they love not Darknefs rather than Light, 
becaufe their Works are evil. 

THe 24, and laft Section, treats of the 
Date and Efficacy of the Chriftian Difpenfation ; 
and here it is objected, ** That if Chriftiani- 
‘“* ty be of fuch advantage to Mankind, how 
came God, who isa God of Mercy and Com- 
paffion, to fuffer the World to lie in dark- 
nefs fo long, even to the Term of four 
Thoufand Years, and not inftantly fupply 
** them with a Remedy? Or how comes he, 
** who has declared himfelf no Re/pefer of 
Perfons, to permit, even at this day, the far 
greater part of Mankind to live deftitute 
of this Remedy, if it be of fuch fovereign 
Ufe as is pretended? But that indeed is the 
Queftion: For whoever compares the for- 
mer and prefent Condition of Mankind, 
‘* will find no great Alteration for the better, 
** fince the Time of Tiberius”? To which; the 
Anfwer is, That fince a particular Revelation 
to fome more than others, is confonant to God’s 
Proceedings in his Works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence, wherein he has made a vifible Dif- 
crimination of Things ; Creatures of differenr 
Orders, and Men of different Capacities and 
Means of Improvement: and fince a Revela- 
tion receives every thing that is peculiar in ir, 
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both as to Perfons and Times, not fo much 
from the Fuftice and Goodnefi, as from the 
Forcknowledge of God, which chiefly confiders 
what, in all Ages, will be moft beneficial to 
all Mankind ; no Imputation of Pariiality can 
fall upon God, though, where this Favour ex- 
traordinary is imparted, there, all grateful Ac- 
knowledgments are due. And, in like manner, 
though the Duration of Time be, in God’s ac- 
count, of no avail; yet, fince in all Ages of 
the World, he has, one way or other, made 
Difcoveries of himfelf and of the true Religion, 
both to Fews and Gentiles, and (upon a proper 
ufe of the Means, which he afforded them) 
received them all into Covenant, and a ftate 
of Salvation: Since, according to the wife ap- 
pointment of God, it was requifite, that there 
fhould be a Subordination of Difpenfations, 
the. Gofpel be ufher’d in gradually, and not 
fully appear, till the World was fufficiently pre- 
pared for it: And laftly, fince, not long be- 
fore it appeared, all extraordinary Means of 
Knowledge were ceafed, and both ews and 
Gentiles funk into fo wretched a State of De- 
generacy, as call’d loudly for a Reformation ; 
then was there plainly no Crwe/ty, in God’s de- 
laying the Chriitian Revelation fo long, but a 
great deal of Wifdom and Goodnefs both, in 
timing it juft ashe did. Once again, fince the 
Chriftian Religion, at its firft fetting out, by 
the force and influence of its Doctrine, made 
a wonderful Reformation in the World, in ge- 
neral; and, while the Zeal of its Profeffors 
was warm, difcover’d itfelf abundantly, not 
only in the common Virtues, but in all the 
dificult Duties, which were enjoin’d them ; 
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vity of the Age, and the wickednefs and infi- 
delity of too many nominal Chriftians, (which 
neverthelefs is a Proof of the Truth of our Ho- 
ly Religion, in that it foretells, that fuch a De- 
fection, in the laft Days, fhould come to pafs) 
its good Effeéts are perceived in the general 
Order and Regularity, which are feen in moft 
Chriftian Countries, and in the exemplary Pie- 
ty and Holinefs, which are found among many 
Chriftian Profeffors at this day. This will 
be enough to juftify the Character, which the 
Apoftle gives us of it: Tbe Grace of God, which 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all Men, 
teaching us, that denying Ungodline/s and worldly 
Lujts, we fhould live joberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this prefent World, &c. 

THIS, with a warm and pathetick Conclu- 
fion, expofing the folly and madnefs of fome 
modern Schemes of Infidelity, is the full Pur- 
port of the Book ; wherein our Author (as 
we faid) has ftated the feveral Arguments of 
the Antifcripturifis ina full Light ; and gene- 
rally, in their own Terms, has anfwered them 
with great compafs of Learning, and clear- 
nefs of Argument: and, to enable him to do 
this, has not only made ufe of his own Senti- 
ments, but of whatever elfe he could compile 
from other Authors, that treated of the fame 
Subject. So that the Book is like to prove 
not only a Monument of the Poifon, which 
has been vended from the Prefs in this pro- 
fane Age, but a Rego/itory likewife of what 
the ableft Men among us have, at the fame 
time, done, to defend our common Chriftiani- 
ty, from the rude Attacks of Infidelity; and, 
in this fenfe, may be a proper Record to con- 
fult, when many fmaller Traéts, that have 


been 
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been wrote upon this Occafion, are funk into 
the common Mafs of Matter. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


The Prefent STATE of LEARNING. 


MADRID. 


ON Fuan Ferreras, has publifh’d an A- 

bridgment of the Hiftory of Spain, in fix- 
teen Volumes in 4to. Hifloria de Efpana, &c. 
That Work raifed the Spleen of fome Critics. 
D. Diego Martinez Cifneros begun the Attack, 
and put out Anti-Ferreras, &c. in 4to. D. Diego 
Mefcolae has criticized the fixteenth Volume, 
and charged the Author with contradicting 
himfelf: Ferreras contra Ferreras, y Cuna de 
amifino palo, fobre la parte 16. de fu Hiftoria de 
Efpana, &c. in8vo. D. Francifco de Berganfa 
is alfo come out againft him, with this Title: 
Ferreras convenido con critico defengano en el Tri- 
bunal de los Doétos, m 4to. 

They have reprinted the Defcription of the 
Indies, Defcripcion de las Indias, with feveral 
Additions and Correétions, in five Volumes. In 
folio. 

Origen de los Indios del NuevoMundo y Indias 
occidentales. In folio. 

De los Hechos de los Efpanoles en las Indias 
occidentales. In folio. 

F, Fuan de S. Antonio, a Francifcan, has put 
out here the fecond Volume of his Gaftlla la 
Vieja, &c. In folio. he firft Volume was 
printed at Salmanaca. 

Defcription hiftorica de Genova. In folio, 
with Cuts. 

Vida de 8. Luis Gonzaga, by of Caffani. In 
Evo. Vida 
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Vida de Santa Rita de Cafia, por el Padre Al- 
varez dela Fuente. In 8vo, 

Enchiridion de Noticias particulares que bax 
fucedido en toda Efpana y otras partes defde la 
Criacion del Mundo, bafta el ano de 1726. In 
4/0. 

LISBON. 

The Royal Academy of the Portuguefe Hi- 
ftory has already publifh’d eight Volumes of 
their Memoirs. 

Mr. Anton. Rod. Cosfius lately put out a 
Volume, in folio, with Cuts, de Vita & rebus 
geftis Nonni Alvarefii Peyrerie, Lufitanie Comi- 
tis Stabuli, &c. 


ROME. 


Signore France/co Ficoroni, a great Antiqua- 
rian, well known to Travellers, has publifhed 


Memurie delle Cofe piu fingolari di Roma e fua 
Vicinanza. In4to. He has fubjoin’d to it the 
Explanation of a Medal of Homer. 

Dr. Dionifio Andrea Sancaffani, affifted by 
fome learned Men, is preparing a Collection 
of feveral Tracts, with a defign to reftore Phy- 
fick to the fame Integrity and Simplicity, it 
was brought to by Hippocrates. That Collec- 
tion will make up one Volume in folio, inti- 
tled, Dilucidazioni Fifico-Mediche, and contain 
the following Tratts : 

Sopra il medicare le Ferite, con un Remedio 
commune a tutti, e de niun cofto: con 17. Cap. 

Alcune Efperienze del Dottor Giufeppe Zam- 
beccari, intorno a diver/e Vifcere tagliate a diverfi 
Animali viventi: con 21. Dilucidaziori. 

Venti Efperienze fatte dal Signor Dottor Fran- 
celco Redi, intorno a quell’ Aqua, che fi diceva 

flagnare 
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ftagnare fubito tut?i flufii di fangue, che feorgono 
per qualfi voglia parte del Corpo: con 10 Saggi. 

Ermanno Vander-Heyrden dell’incredibile Vir- 
tin dell? Acqua fredda, fi data per bocca, come ap- 
plicata di fuori alle Ferite: con 15. Efperienze, 
e 5. Corollari. 

Dieci Offervationi fopra Vincredibile Virtu dell? 
Acqua fredda, Uomo morficato dal Cane arrabi- 
ata, e fatto Idrofobo, rifanato poi coll’effere tuf- 
fato nell’ Acqua: con Epiftole di Efperienze, e 10. 
Ripaffate, ed Offervationi Etiologiche. 

Il Magati Redivivo per beneficio de’ Feriti, e 
regolamento di chi li cura. 


VENICE. 


THey are reprinting here the Commenta- 
ries of Cornelius a Lapide upon the Bible. 
That Edition will be more correét, and better 
printed, than the former ones, and fold very 


cheap. 

The fifth and laft Volume of the Works of 
Monfignor de /a Ca/a, in 4f0. is come out. There 
are fome Pieces in this Edition, which are not 
to be found in the Edition of Florence. 

They are reprinting, by Subfcription, the 
Works of the celebrated Poet Chiabrena, in 
ten Volumes, in 8vo. 

A Benedictine of Ragufa has put out a 
learned Differtation, wherein he undertakes to 
prove, that the Ifand Aelita, near which Str. 
Paul fuffered Shipwreck, is not the Ifle of 
Malta, as it is commonly thought, but ano- 
ther of the fame Name, near the Coaft of 
Dalmatia, now called Meleda. Divus Paulus 
in Mari, quod nunc jfinus Venetus dicilur, nau- 
fragus, 8 Melide Dalmatenjis Infule poft nau- 
fragium bofpes. In 410. 

2 Feb. 
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Fob. Lamii de reéta Patrum Nicenorum fide 
Differtatio. In 4/0. The Author examines in 
what Senfe the Fathers of the Council of Nice 
took the word ¢ueteos, and vindicates fome 
of them againft the Cenfure of Mr. le Clerc, ° 
who affirm’d, that they did not well under- 
ftand what they meant by that word. 

F. Angelo Calogiera has publith’d the third 
Volume of his Raccolta d’Opufcoli Scientifici e¢ 
Filologici, in 4to. That Collection contains {e- 
veral Pieces relating to Phyfick, Natural Phi- 
lofophy, Litterature, Gc. 

Arte del Verfo Italiano con le Favole delle Ri- 
me di tuite le forti copiofifiime del Cavalier F. 
Thomafo Seigliani; con varie giunte e notaziont 
di Pompeo Colonna, Principe di Gallicano. Arri- 
chita in quefta novella edizione di molte definenze, 
e del Sillabario di Udeno Nifieli. In 8vo. 

They have publifh’d fome Pieces ‘of Guidi, 
never before printed, with the Life of that 
Poet, by Mr. Cre/cimbeni, and a Difcourfe of 
Mr. Vincent Gravina concerning Poetry, and 
the moft celebrated Poets. In 12mo. 

Della Philofophia Nuovo-Antica di Callimaco 
Neridio P. A. Libri fei, volgarizzati dal fuo 
compaftore e Amico Olpio Acheruntino. In 12mo. 
It is a Syftem of Philofophy in Verfe. 


NAPLES. 


M Rr. Giannone, who lives now at Vienna, 
has fent us a very fmart Anfwer to the Jefuit 
San Felice’s {currilous Animadverfions upon his 
Hiftory of Naples’ We has colleéted the Af- 
fertions of the Canonifts concerning the Pope’s 
Authority, to fhew how ridiculous and extra- 
vagant they are. That Anfwer is not yet 
printed, 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Derbam has abridged and tranf- 
lated into Italian the Philofopbical Tranfaétions 
of the Royal-Society of London. That A- 
bridgment will contain feveral Volumes in 4/0, 
with Copper-P lates, 

We loft lately a very learned Man, viz. 
Michael a? Amato, who was Doétor of Divini- 
ty, Apoftolical Protonotary, Penitentiary, 
&c. He publifhed the following Books : 

De Balfami fpecie ad facrum Chrifma confici- 
endum requifita, Differtatio Hiftorico-Dogmatico- 
Moralis. Neap. 1722. In8vo. 

Ejufdem Differtationis ab Auétore recognita 
auéte Editio altera. Neap. 1722. In 8vo0. 

De Pifcium atque Avium efus confuetudine a- 
pud quofdam Chrifli fideles in Ante-Pafchali Fe- 
junio, quam memorat Socrates, lib. 5. fue Hifte- 
rie Ecclefiafticea, Cap. xxii, Differtatio Hiftori- 
co-Phyfiologico-Moralis. Neap. 1723. In 8vo. 

Differtationes quatuor Hiforico-Dogmatica, an- 
no 1728. coram Litterario Confeffu recitate in 
AEdibus praclariffimi &F eruditifimi Viri D. 
Fofephi Ruffi, Patritii Neapolitani. 

Differtatio I. Jn qua ad trutinam revocatur, 
quibus de caufis in Antiquis Fidei Symbolis Nica- 
no &F Conftantinopolitano Articulus ille, Defcen- 
dit ad Inferos, fuerit pretermiffus. 

Differtatio II. De Inferni Situ adverfus no- 
vum commentum cujufdam Natione Angli. 

Differtatio TI. Ju qua enucleatur quomodo 
Chriftus in ultima Cena Euchariftiam benedixerit, 
& utrum uno, an pluribus Calicibus ufus fuerit. 

Differtatio IV. De Ritu quo in Primitiva 
Ecclefia Fideles S. Euchariftiam percepturi manibus 
excipiebant , ubi expenditur quidnam fuerit Do- 
minicale quod Mulieres adferre debere jubeban- 
tur, Neap. 1728. In 40. 

P A- 
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PADUA. 

T ue Sieur Sifiano Peraftiano, a young Gre- 
cian of Cepbalonia, who is a Student in this U- 
niverfity, has writ a Differtation, wherein he 
afferts that Fefus Chrift celebrated the Paffover 
a Day before the Fews, and confequently that 
he ufed leavened or common Bread, as it is 
practifed by the Greek Church, in the Celebra- 
tion of the Eucharift, But he has been anfwer- 
ed by Father Serri, and that learned Divine’s 
Animadverfions have been printed, with the 
Grecian’s Differtation, under this Title: Grecé 
Theologi de Chrifio Pafcha fuum premature atque 
in Pane fermentato celebrante Differtatio, a The- 
ologe Latino cenforiis Notis difpunéta © confutata. 
n 8vo. 

Abbot Carminati has tranflated into Italian, 
Gabriele .Altilio’s Latin Poem, upon the Mar- 
riage of Galeazzo Sforza, Duke of Milan, with 
Ifabella of Arragon Daughter to Alphenfo Il. 
King of Naples: L’Epitalamio di Gabriele Al- 
tilio, Poema famofo a tempi del Sanazaro, fopra 
le nozze di Giovan Galeazzo Sforza, allora Duca 
di Milano, con Ifabella d’ Arragona figluola 
@ Alpbonfo Il. Re di Napoli; tradotto elegant&® 
mente di Latino in ottava Rima per fuo privato 
efercizio dail Abate Giovan Batifta Carminati, 
Patrizio Veneto. In 4to. To give you a Spe- 
cimen of that Tranflation, I will fet down 
here, with the Original, the Compiiment of the 
Nymphs to the Princefs, 


»» O patria, O Secli decus, beroina! jugales 
>» Jam te fub leges vocat &F fua jura maritus. 
»» At nos e@quales, quibus idem ad flumina curfus, 
>> Et certamen idem florum, ftudiuanque decentes 
NeXIll. 1731. G o> Inftau~ 
Vou. Hl. 
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oy Inflaurare choros, noftri jam ad munera luci 
>» dane revertemur. 


O Dokna, o primo di tua patria onore! 
Cui diede al fecol noftro amica forte ; 

Te al caro giogo onde fi dolce amore, 

Te gia chiama a’fuoi dritti il tuo Conforte: 
Ma noi, cui partir teco i paffi, e lore, 
E la gara dei fior dic il cielo in forte, 
Noi torneremo al natto bofco fole, 

Ove a condurne il d? ritorni il Sole. 


PETERSBURGH. 


Mr. Stoermer, a Pruffian, defigns to give us 
a Ruffian Distionary, wherein the derivative or 
compounded Words will be placed under their 
refpective Roots or Primitive Words, 

They are printing Wei/man’s Latin and Ger- 
man Dictionary. The Ruffian Words are added 
to it, and it is revifed by Mr. Vockerod, Se- 


cretary to the Pru/ian Ambafly. 

Meffieurs Herman and Bulfinger are fet out 
for their Native Countries. They are continued 
Honorary Profeffors of this Academy, with a 
Penfion for Life of two hundred Rubles. 


* COPPENHAGEN. 

Mr. Yohu Chriftopher Cleffel, who for a long 
time has made it his bufinefs to ftudy the Ger- 
man Antiquities, will foon publith Aniquitates 
Gconomice veterum Germanorum, prefertim Sep- 
tentrionalium; wherein he gives an Account, 
1. Of the Houfes of the Ancient Germans, and 
the Northern Nations. 2. Of their Marriages. 
2. The Ceremonies ufed at the Birth of their 
Children. 4. Their Education. 5, The 
Drefs, or Clothes cf Men. 6. The Apparel 
and Ajtire-of Women. 7. The Philofophical 

Learning 
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Learning of the ancient Germazs. 8. Their 
Magick Superftitions. 9. Their Exercifes. 10. 
Their Sports. 11. Their Funerals. | 

Mr. Eric Pontoppidanus has put out Tie The- 
atre of Denmark Ancient and Modern, in 410, 
That Book, which is written in Figh-Dutch, 
contains a Geographical, Hiftorical, and Phy- 
fiological Defcription of the Provinces and 
Cities of this Kingdom; with an Account of 
the Government, the Courts of Judicature, ..the 
Land and Sea-Forces, the Navy, Ge. 

Dr. Severinus Lintrup, Bifhop of Wiourg in 
Futland, died here on the thirteenth of March. 
He had been Profeffor of Divinity and of, E- 
Joquence in this Univerfiry. His Library was 
accounted one of the beft we have. He pub- 
lifhed ‘feveral Theological Traéts, and has left 
feveral Manufcripts ready for the Prefs; viz. 
Dubia vexata Novi Teftamenti ; Harmonia Con- 
Ffelfionis Auguftane §S Anglicane ; Orthodoxia 
Evangelico-Lutherana inter errorum extrema ubi- 
que media; Delicie Oratorum Danorum; Aéia 
Litteraria ex Manufcriptis, 8c. 

Mr. Gramm, one of the Profeffors of our 
Univerfity, has been appointed his Majefty’s 
Hiftoriographer, Library-Keeper, and Keeper 
of the Archives, 


VIENNA. 
FatTHer Pez, is preparing for the Prefs 


Antiquitas Ecclefie Salzsurgenfis. He has late- 
ly publifhed a Pamphlet, in 4/0. with this 
Title: Bern. Pezii, Benedictini 9 Bibliotbecarii 
Mellicenfis, ad Virum Clarijfimum, admodum Re- 
verendum (8 Eruditifimum P. Marcum Hanzi- 
zium, Soc. Fel. SS. Theologie Dofforem, aliofque 
in Germania, Gallia, & Italia Viros, Epiftola ; 
in qua vetuftifima Ada S. Trutperti: Martyris, 
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in Brifeavia, auftore Erganbaldo, circa annum 
Chrifti pec. Abbate Sanét-Trudpertino, nunc 
primum publici juris facit, €S illorum fuper eorun- 
dem finceritate & authentia fententiam rogat, fi- 
mulque diluit que eruditifimi bomines contra re- 
cepiam apud Salzburgenfes de §. Ruperti @tate 
traditionem {cripjerunt. 


UL M. 


Tue fourteenth and laft Volume of Mr. Schel- 
born’s Amenitates Litterarie is come out. 
They promiie to continue that Collection un- 
der another Title. 

Mr. Elias Frick, one of our Profeffors and 
Minifters, has publifhed in High-Dutch, the 
Hiftory of the great Parochial Church of this 
Place, commonly called she Munjter. In gto. 
with Cuts. 

BRESLAU. 


Mr. Chriftian Martini, late Profeflor at Pe- 
tersburg, has put out an Account of the Empire 
of Ruffia, in High-Dutch. The beft part of 
it is tranflated our of Englifh. 


TUBINGEN. 


Mr. Maichel, Profeffor of Divinity and Phi- 
lofophy, has given us a Collection of fome 
Pieces of Literature, which he found in the 
Lambeth-Library, near London. Lucubrationes 
Lambethane, &c. 

Mr. Mofer, Counfellor of the Regency, and 
Profeflor of the Civil Law, has publifhed Com- 
pendiun Furis publici Regni moderni Germanici. 
In 400. 

Schediafma de appellatione ad Tribunal fupremi 
in Chrifio Fudicis, que vulgé dicitur Citatio feu 
Provocatio in Vallem Fofaphat. In 4to. Mr. 
Chriftian 
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Chriftian Friderick Faber, Miniter of Stutgard, 
is the Author of it. 


FRANCFORYT. 


' Mr. Ludolf, Nephew to the famous Fob 
Ludolf, and Judge-Affiftant in the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzelar, has publifhed the Con- 
fultations and Decifions of that Court, in folio. 
They are printing a Commentary upon E- 
zekiel, by Mr. Fobn Frederick Starke, a Mi- 
nifter of this Place. In 4¢o. 
Dr. Pritius has fhewed his Efteem and Refpect 
for Mr. /e Clerc, by the following Verfes: 


Eternum meritis jamdudum nomen adeptus, 
Ingens Amftelie perpetuumque decus, 

Clericus, immenjo feffus fraétufque labore 
Se fibi dat, pofthac vivere vultque fibi. 

Vive Deo, cujus Te folers gratia totum 
Detineat, menti luxque falufque tue. 

Fam fileat Ratio, ceffznt Rationis S aftus 
Solaque Te foveat fuftineatque fides. 

Sed quando toties promiffa tot optima folves ? 
Summe Vir, an tecum {pes quoque noftra cadat? 

Sic tibi perpetuo ceu debet doétior Orbis, 
Doéhi perpetuo debitor Orbis eris. 


HANOVER. 

Mr. Henry Conrad Koenig lately publifhed a 
learned and curious Pamphlet, intitled, Schedi- 
afma de Hominum inter feras educatorum ftatu na- 
turali folitario. Exiftentia ftatus indubitatis exem- 

q plis probatur, indoles ejufdem explicatur & illuftra- 
| burs denique ufus in Furifprudentia natural 
oftenditur. In 4to. 

Mr. Struberg has fent to the Prefs the Hiftory 

3 of the Reformation, and of the Proteftant Minifters 
) of this Town. He is now writing the Life of 
| Cajpar Peucer. O ET- 
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OETTINGEN. 

Mr. Henry Philip Gudenius, Superintendant Ge- 
neral, firft Profeflor of our Acadeinical College, 
and Ecclefiaftical Counfellor at Hanover,. will 
foon publith Netitia’ Ordinis Eremitarum Ay- 
guftinianoriin, in dios libros divifa, quorum primo 
Virt praéftantes qui inde‘ab initio Ordinis ufque ad 
tempus Lutheri floruerunt ; fecundo juxta Luthe- 
rum, ‘qui eundem in Reformationis Eccléfiaftice ne- 

otio adjuverunt, recenfentur, ex idoneis Scriptori- 
ie & rerum Monumentis. . 

GOTH A. 

Mr. Liebe, Secretary and Antiquary to his 
Highnefs the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, has put out 
the Lives of the chief Divines, both Roman Ca- 
tholics and Proteftants, who met at Augsburg 
in the Year 1530, when the Confeffion of Faith 
was prefented to the Emperor Charles the Fifth. 
That Book was written by the Duke’s Order. 


HALT E. 

Tuere is lately come out Hiftoria Pandeéta- 
rum Authentica, five D. fuftiniani Imp. de Pan- 
deftis Epijtole tres, una cum Indice Furis-Conful- 
torum Florent. €5 emendationibus Laur. Theod. 
Gronovii, novaque opera Franc. Car, Conradi D. 
to PP. in Academia Witt. In 8vo. 

They are reprinting here Briffonius de Formu- 
lis&S Verbis Jolennibus Populi Romani. Dr. Con- 
rade fupervifes that Edition. Sriffonius’s Life 
will be prefix’d to it. 

Dr. Scbreiber has publifhed the firft Part of his 
Evementa Medicine P byfico- Mathematica. In 8 vo. 

An Author, who defires to be namelefs, in- 
tends to publifh a Treatife de Malignitate Furis 
Canonici. His Defign is to engage the Proteftant 
Princes to abolifh the Authority of the Canon 
Law in their Dominions. 


et 
Pixs 





